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MISSION OF HOPE: FLORIDA VOLUNTEERS 
RESTORE DARLISTON PREPARATORY 
FOLLOWING HURRICANE MELISSA DEVASTATION
DARLISTON, WESTMORELAND — WHAT BEGAN AS AN INITIAL RELIEF RE-
SPONSE FOLLOWING THE DEVASTATING IMPACTS OF HURRICANE MELISSA 
HAS BLOSSOMED INTO A TRANSFORMATIVE, MULTI-AGENCY MISSION PRO-
JECT FOR DARLISTON SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST PREPARATORY SCHOOL.
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Greetings, members of the West Jamaica 
Conference!

It is a joy and privilege to once again remind you of 
the integral role that the West Weekly Newsletter 
plays in our ministry. I want to challenge and 

encourage you to keep your focus on this vital channel 
of communication, as it is through this medium that 
we will share many of the key activities and updates 
across our conference.

I also encourage you to keep the mission at the 
forefront of all you do. We know the Lord is coming 
soon, and we are called by God to declare this 
Everlasting Gospel to the world. May the Lord bless 
and keep you as we together pursue His mission.

Pastor Vincent Rose
President, West Jamaica Conference
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MISSION OF HOPE: FLORIDA VOLUNTEERS 
RESTORE DARLISTON PREPARATORY 
FOLLOWING HURRICANE MELISSA DEVASTATION

The Palm Springs Seventh-day Adventist Church  mission team gathers in a newly tiled classroom at 
Darliston Seventh-day Adventist Preparatory School after completing extensive restoration work on the 
campus following storm damage.

DARLISTON, Westmoreland — What began as an 
initial relief response following the devastating 
impacts of Hurricane Melissa has blossomed 

into a transformative, multi-agency mission project 
for Darliston Seventh-day Adventist Preparatory 
School.

The initiative first took root following preliminary 
damage assessments conducted in November 2025, 
shortly after the storm. In response, international 
non-profit Restore a Child—in partnership with 
the Palm Springs Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in Florida—travelled to the island in March 2026. 
Upon seeing the devastation firsthand, the team 
immediately stepped in to replace the school’s 
damaged front entrance doors, an act that quickly 
revealed how much more assistance the campus 
required.

Determined to make a lasting impact, a collaborative 
mission team organized a return trip from July 18 to 
24, 2026. An 18-member volunteer team, including 
10 youth Pathfinders from the Palm Springs Soaring 
Eagles Pathfinder Club, travelled to Jamaica under 
the spiritual leadership of district pastor, Pastor 
Omar Palmer, to support and uplift the community 
of Darliston.

Pastor Omar Palmer highlighted the selfless 
dedication behind the youth involvement:

“The Pathfinder club chose to forgo their summer 
trip to Disney, deciding instead to channel their 
resources toward coming to Jamaica,” Pastor 
Palmer shared. “We decided to return to Darliston 
to address the ongoing needs. Our church 
members, Restore a Child—our longtime partner 
led by Norma Nashed, which operates orphanages 
worldwide—and Advent Health Prestige Care, a 
mental health organization operated by my wife, 
Sheryl Palmer, all rallied together to fundraise. 
We came back to Jamaica determined to do even 
more.”

During the week-long mission trip, the volunteer 
team executed major structural, aesthetic, and 
community upgrades across the school and 
surrounding areas. 

Volunteers cleared roads for improved playfield 
access, graded the area, and added fresh topsoil to 
the back playground. Additionally, they completely 
paved the front quadrangle, creating a dual-
purpose space that now serves as a secure parking 
lot and a dedicated play area for the students.

Two primary classrooms inside the school 
underwent complete interior resurfacing and 
retiling. The team also installed interior and 
exterior lighting and replaced additional doors 
throughout the campus.

WEEKLY NEWS
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WEST WEEKLY 
NEWSLETTER 

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.

WEEKLY NEWS

Volunteers from Restore A Child and the Palm Springs Soaring 
Eagles Pathfinder Club, Florida distributes backpacks and essential 
supplies to local children and families gathered for a back-to-school 
distribution event at Darliston Seventh-day Day Preparatory School.

The team hosted a Back-to-School giveaway, 
distributing more than 150 school supply packages 
containing bags, books, and essential items to 
children across the Darliston community.

“We are deeply grateful to Pastor Omar Palmer and 
the Palm Springs Soaring Eagles Pathfinder Club 
for their incredible work at Darliston Seventh-day 
Adventist Preparatory School,” said Mrs. Keisha 
Allen, Education Director of the West Jamaica 
Conference. “From tiling classrooms and installing 
lighting to donating doors and clearing roads for 
the playfield, their efforts have vastly improved our 
campus ahead of the September term. The back-to-
school supplies they shared also brought immense 
joy to our wider community. We treasure this 
partnership and look forward to working together 
to uplift more schools across the constituency.”

Reflecting on the journey’s spiritual impact, 
Sheffian Romany, Associate Pathfinder Director of 
the Palm Springs Soaring Eagles Club, shared that 
the project served as a powerful reminder of God’s 
active presence. She noted that showing Christ’s 
love and offering encouragement to families facing 
hardship brought genuine hope, adding that seeing 
lives touched through compassionate service 
strengthened her faith and demonstrated how 
willing hands can make a lasting difference.

For the young volunteers, the intensive physical 
labor proved to be a deeply rewarding spiritual 
experience.

“Our Pathfinders felt renewed and deeply energized. 
To see those young people working inside Darliston 
Prep late into the night at 11:00 p.m.—lifting tiles 
and giving everything they had while singing and 
praising together—was a remarkable experience,” 
Pastor Omar Palmer added. “To Pastor Rose and 
the entire leadership team at the West Jamaica 
Conference: we are your partners, and we will 
continue to do whatever we can for the glory of 
God.”
_______
By Shantel Neal
West Jamaica Conference



As Jamaicans prepare to celebrate 
Emancipendence 2026, outspoken Seventh-
day Adventist pastor Charles Brevitt is 

challenging the nation to pursue a new kind of 
emancipation – one that frees citizens from violence, 
moral decay, greed and spiritual complacency.

“We need a new kind of emancipation,” said 
Brevitt, while delivering the sermon at the St 
James Municipal Corporation’s Emancipation and 
Independence Church Service, held at the Norwood 
Seventh-day Adventist Church on Saturday.

“How did we get to the point where a brother takes 
a gun and blows off his brother’s head? We didn’t 
get here overnight. The signs and warnings were 
always on the wall,” he added.

Using Psalm 126 as a point of reference and drawing 
on the theme ‘United in Celebrating Resilience’, 
Brevitt said Jamaica’s observance of Emancipation 
and Independence should inspire not only national 
pride, but also personal transformation.

“The only reason we got Emancipation and 
Independence is because somebody dreamed an 
impossible dream,” he said. “Don’t roll over and 
play dead. If God allows you to get into it, he will 
allow you to get out of it.”

Drawing parallels between biblical Israel’s return 
from Babylonian captivity and Jamaica’s current 
challenges, Brevitt said Psalm 126 offers assurance 
that God can restore even the bleakest situations.

“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we 
were like those who dreamed ... . The Lord has done 
great things for us, and we are filled with joy,’” he 
quoted from the Bible, noting that the Psalm reminds 
believers that suffering is temporary.

“Those who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy. 
Dreaming, in the text, is a pushback and resilience 
against cynics who have great doubt,” he said. “When 
you are down to nothing, God is up to something, 
because nothing is the raw material with which he 
works.”

Brevitt also challenged Jamaicans to move beyond 
what he called superficial patriotism.

“We come with a smirk on our face and our fake 
nationalism. But I’m telling you, if our ancestors 
who fought for and obtained Emancipation and 
Independence were thinking like us, we would still be 
where they were,” he declared.

Encouraging the congregation to dream beyond their 
present circumstances, he said: “Dream with a godlike 
cause, nothing is impossible.

“Let us dream while we are wide awake. Dream of 
a faith that will not shrink. Dream of the unity of the 
brotherhood in the faith. Dream of earning a decent 
and liveable wage,” he added.

Brevitt also warned against pride, materialism and 
the pursuit of status at the expense of compassion.

“We must not think more highly of ourselves than we 
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JAMAICA NEEDS ‘A NEW KIND OF EMANCIPATION’, 
SAYS PASTOR BREVITT

Senior Pastor Charles Brevitt delivers the sermon during the 64th Emancipation and Independence Thanksgiving Service at the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Norwood, St James, on Saturday.



ought. The Lord has a way of cutting us back down to 
size,” he said, using Hurricane Melissa as an example 
of life’s uncertainty.

“Two days before Melissa there were people who 
were on cloud nine, and two days after Melissa they 
didn’t even know where the cloud was, much more to 
count nine. So don’t become intoxicated by riches or 
position.”

Brevitt went on to condemn violence, and urged those 
facing hardship not to lose hope.

“Do not give way to despair because of how people 
treat you. God specialises in reversals,” he said, 
referencing the Apostle Peter’s miraculous release 
from prison in Acts 12 and reminding worshippers 
that no situation is beyond God’s power.

“If God could close the lions’ mouths for Daniel, part 
the Red Sea for Israel, open the prison for Peter and 
bring Israel back from captivity, dream impossible 
dreams,” he said.

He also appealed for reconciliation and forgiveness as 
the nation marks its 64th year of Independence.

“We are not going to continue this year on bad terms 
with anybody. If you have done me wrong, you are 
forgiven. If I have done you wrong, I hope you will 
forgive me. I am moving on in positivity,” he said.

“Never be ashamed of what you are going through. 
God will use your story for His glory. Let us dream 
while we are wide awake.”

albert.ferguson@gleanerjm.com

 WEST WEEKLY6

WEST WEEKLY 
NEWSLETTER 

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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Highlight of WESCONYOUCA 2026 at Camp Braham Treasure Beach, St. Elizabeth, 
Jamaica :: Photo credit: Cordel Brown 

Please click to view more 

https://adobe.ly/4bmbok8
https://adobe.ly/4vX6mCp
https://interamerica.org/2026/06/church-confirms-five-adventist-deaths-as-relief-efforts-expand-in-venezuela/
https://adobe.ly/4vX6mCp


SeLD Conference delegates from Jamaica visit the OneVoice27 booth during the Inter-American Division’s Segment Leader Development 
Conference in Panama City, Panama, as they prepare to support the global evangelistic initiative. [Photo: Ariel Morales/IAD]
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Pastor Jim Howard, president of Adventist World Radio, out-
lines the OneVoice27 global evangelistic initiative during the 
Inter-American Division’s SeLD Conference in Panama City, 
Panama, on July 28, 2026. [Photo: Ariel Morales/IAD]

Hundreds of Seventh-day Adventist 
administrators, department directors, 
pastors, educators and lay leaders from 

across the Inter-American Division (IAD) were 
challenged to mobilize their territories for 
OneVoice27, a global evangelistic initiative 
uniting media outreach, Bible study and local 
church evangelism to share the message of 
Jesus Christ.

The initiative was presented to nearly 700 leaders 
attending the Inter-American Division’s Segment 
Leader Development (SeLD) Conference in Pana-
ma City on July 28, with hundreds more participat-
ing online. Leaders were urged to prepare church-
es and institutions for the official Sept. 5 launch 
of OneVoice27, leading to a worldwide evangelistic 
emphasis culminating in September 2

Pastor Ricardo Marín, president of the Costa Rica Union, listens 
during the OneVoice27 presentation at the Inter-American Divi-
sion’s Segment Leader Development (SeLD) Conference. The union 
has already launched activities in support of the global evangelistic 
initiative.

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION

At SeLD, Adventist Leaders Urged to Lead Churchwide 
Mobilization for OneVoice27
Leaders prepare churches for a united evangelistic movement beginning Sept. 5.

July 29, 2026 | Panama City, Panama | Libna Stevens, Inter-American Division News
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One Church, One Evangelistic Focus

Pastor Jim Howard, president of Adventist World 
Radio and a member of the OneVoice27 steering 
committee, said the initiative allows each divi-
sion, union and local territory to develop strate-
gies suited to its context while uniting the world 
church around common evangelistic priorities.

“I want to talk to you about leading OneVoice27,” 
Howard said, urging administrators to move the 
initiative beyond committees and institutions to 
pastors, local church leaders and members. He 
encouraged territories to use the coming months 
to prepare congregations, mobilize members and 
expand media outreach through Adventist media 
organizations, local churches and individual mem-
bers.

The initiative will use radio, television, publishing, 
websites and social media to reach spiritually in-
terested people through both church media minis-
tries and local congregations.

SeLD Conference delegates from Jamaica visit the OneVoice27 
booth during the Inter-American Division’s Segment Leader De-
velopment Conference in Panama City, Panama, as they prepare 
to support the global evangelistic initiative. [Photo: Ariel Morales/
IAD]

“We have the privilege of meeting people where 
they are through media and technology like never 
before,” Howard said.

Preparing Churches for Follow-up

For public audiences, the evangelistic emphasis 
will center on the Messiah under the message 
“All Things New—Hope Starts Here.” Howard ex-
plained that 2027 marks 2,000 years since A.D. 27, 
the year Adventists understand from Daniel 9 as 
the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for us to connect 
the church’s prophetic understanding while point-
ing people to Jesus Christ, who is the heart and 
core of our message,” he said.

Howard said media can identify spiritually inter-
ested people on an unprecedented scale, but dis-
ciple-making ultimately depends on personal re-
lationships.

Pastor Balvin Braham, vice president and public affairs and religious 
liberty director of the Inter-American Division, presents OneVoice27 re-
sources and emphasizes the role of every church leader and member 
in the global evangelistic initiative during the SeLD Conference. [Photo: 
Ariel Morales/IAD]

“There are two parts to OneVoice27,” he said. “The 
first is to find and develop spiritually interested peo-
ple. The second is personal follow-up. Only in-person 
disciple making will truly make disciples.”
He urged administrators to prepare churches for 
growing Bible study interest by training members 
and strengthening local Bible study ministries.

“If OneVoice27 is just about media, then we will do 
more harm than good,” Howard said. “It’s the in-per-
son Bible studies and campaigns that will bring us 
face to face with those interested people.”

Howard said the church is developing Global Bi-
ble School, a digital platform that will guide people 
through Bible studies via WhatsApp before connect-
ing interested participants with nearby Adventist 
congregations for personal follow-up. OneVoice27 
will also emphasize 40 days of prayer, reading The 
Desire of Ages, studying Daniel and Revelation, and 
new evangelistic resources centered on Christ.

Pastor Daniel Lassonnier, president of the Martinique Conference, re-
cords the OneVoice27 presentation during the morning session of the 
IAD’s SeLD Conference on July 28, 2026. [Photo: Ariel Morales/IAD]

Please click to view more 

https://interamerica.org/2026/07/adventist-global-creator-summit-brings-digital-storytellers-together-for-onevoice27/
https://interamerica.org/2026/06/church-confirms-five-adventist-deaths-as-relief-efforts-expand-in-venezuela/
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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DID YOU
KNOW?

BEAST MODE 
BY PASTOR NEIL BRIVETTE - ROEHAMPTON DISTRICT OF CHURCHES

Please click to view more 

 SPIRITUAL INSIGHT

that the phrase “Beast Mode”—a term we use to describe 
fictional characters powering up, athletes dominating the 
field, or superheroes like the Incredible Hulk unleashing 
raw, unstoppable rage—actually exposes one of the greatest 
spiritual dangers facing God’s people today? 
___________________________________

While pop culture treats going “beast mode” as the ultimate 
power move, Scripture reveals a sobering truth: when we 
allow our unbridled passions, worldly pleasures, and selfish 
pride to drive us, we stop reflecting the image of God and start 
taking on the character of a beast.

Throughout history, people have had a dangerous habit of 
letting the beast within take over. As we wait for the return 
of Jesus Christ, the final conflict of Revelation isn’t just about 
avoiding a future external system or mark; it is about slaying 
the beast within our own hearts.

True worshippers in these last days are those who resist 
the pull of the flesh, remain obedient to all of God’s 
commandments, and patiently endure without letting 
impatience, compromise, or bitterness shape their character 
before the Savior appears.

For the full sermon Beast Mode presented by Pastor Neil Brivette

https://youtu.be/d0tRscq7v6k
https://interamerica.org/2026/07/adventist-global-creator-summit-brings-digital-storytellers-together-for-onevoice27/
https://youtu.be/d0tRscq7v6k
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026
AUGUST 1-30

1 - 31 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Temperance
1 - 31 Stewardship - Emphasis on Influence 
1 Public Holiday - Emancipation Day 
1 Bible Connect Parish Finals 
2 Communion with God - Hour of Prayer 
6 Public Holiday - Independence Day 
8 UNASSIGNED 
9 EYES Mentorship Expo & Connect Day (Cancelled)
11 Executive Committee
15 Stewardship Emphasis Day/Church Clerk 7th Sabbath Attendance 
Count 
19 - 22 Lay Workers, Sabbath School Workers & Child Preachers’ 
Training Institute 
22 Enditnow Day 
22 Children’s Convention & Child Preachers’ Graduation 
22 Bible Connect Conference Finals 
23 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - Hanover 
27 - 29 Singles Retreat 
29 Singles Convention 
29 Sabbath School Friendship Day 
29 Laypersons Day - Divisions 
30 Women, Children Ministries & Deaconesses Online Talk-back Session
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VACANCY
JULY 
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VACANCY
JULY
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
AUG-SEPT
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
JULY
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JULY 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
AUG
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LOCAL EVENTS 
AUG
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LOCAL EVENTS 
AUG
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LOCAL EVENTS 
AUG
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IN CASE YOU MISSED 
IT...
AUG

Online Worship Experience || Morning Session || Sabbath-
July 18 2026

7th Quadrennial Session || Day 1 || Evening || Sunday July 
12, 2026

Rest, Reflection & Restoration || Friday Evening Vesper 
Service || July 31, 2026

Please click to view video content. 

https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEJGOv0paRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs2o8V6xd44
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEJGOv0paRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pExw6Kna77I
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