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LITTLE PREACHERS, BIG DECISIONS: OVER 20 
CHILDREN BAPTIZED IN CHILDREN’S EVANGELISM 
WEEK
ST. JAMES, Jamaica — The transformative impact of youth evangelism was 
clearly evident when over 20 children publicly committed their lives to Christ 
through baptism. This event marked the successful conclusion of the Children’s 
Evangelistic Week organized by the West Jamaica Conference Children’s 
Ministries Department. The event took place from May 23 to May 30, 2026, 
under the uplifting theme “Children Rooted and Grounded in the Word.”
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LITTLE PREACHERS, BIG DECISIONS: OVER 20 
CHILDREN BAPTIZED IN CHILDREN’S 
EVANGELISM WEEK

Young baptismal candidates from the Mt. Salem Seventh-day Adventist Church stand together for a memorable group photo just before 
being baptized at the conclusion of Children’s Evangelism Week.

ST. JAMES, Jamaica — The transformative impact 
of youth evangelism was clearly evident when 
over 20 children publicly committed their lives 

to Christ through baptism. This event marked the 
successful conclusion of the Children’s Evangelistic 
Week organized by the West Jamaica Conference 
Children’s Ministries Department. The event took 
place from May 23 to May 30, 2026, under the uplifting 
theme “Children Rooted and Grounded in the Word.”

The week-long initiative focused on building a solid 
spiritual foundation for the conference’s youngest 
generation. The program was intentionally designed 
to encourage children to grow in their faith, develop 
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and make 
a lifelong commitment to Christianity.

Throughout the series, the children actively engaged 
in every aspect of the service, including singing, 
scripture recitation, and interactive learning. A 
major highlight was the team of courageous child 
preachers who stepped into the pulpit to share 
powerful messages of hope and salvation, proving 
that even the youngest members can be powerful 
vessels for ministry.

Twelve-year-old Alleyne Davis, from the Savanna-la-
Mar Seventh-day Adventist Church in Westmoreland, 
presented a sermon entitled “Jesus is Making a Home 
for Me in Heaven,” where listeners were encouraged 
to prepare their hearts for heaven.

“I felt happy when I was presenting because that 
message spoke to me so much,” Davis shared. “I 
am happy that Jesus is preparing a home for me in 
heaven, where there is no more sickness or death. 
In that message, persons were encouraged to 
prepare themselves to live in that wonderful home 
with Jesus. I was extremely blessed when the 
appeal was made to the non-baptized members 
who were online and they responded, “I want to be 
ready”—including my dad.”

Nurturing early faith directly aligns with the 
foundational guidance of Christian author Ellen G.
White, who wrote: “Children of eight, ten, or 
twelve years are old enough to be addressed on 
the subject of personal religion.” (Testimonies for 
the Church, Vol. 1, p. 400). This reinforces the
necessity of conference initiatives that help 
children grasp and accept deep spiritual truths
during their formative years.

The spiritual impact was equally vibrant at the 
Mt. Salem Seventh-day Adventist Church, where 
14-year-old Joshua Isaacs was privileged to share 
the pulpit with Jadon Dyer and Joshua Peterkin.
“I was humbled to be given the opportunity to 
present the final sermon on Sabbath, May 30, as
we ended a week that was inspiring, educational, 
and spiritually uplifting,” Isaacs said. “I was excited 
when I came into the House of the Lord to preach, 
and I know that the message

WEEKLY NEWS
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captioned, “Who Is In Control Of Your Mind?” was an 
inspirational blessing to those who heard it.”

The series generated inspiring success stories 
across the local fields. Special recognition is 
extended to Sister Lagail Beswick from the Mt. 
Salem Seventh-day Adventist Church, who directly 
mentored three of the four children baptized from 
her local congregation—a group that beautifully 
included three biological sisters taking this major 
spiritual step together.

The West Jamaica Conference Children’s Ministries 
Department extends its deepest gratitude to all 
the child preachers, dedicated leaders across the 
constituency, proud parents, family
members, and church supporters who gathered to 
celebrate these milestones. This special
week marked not only the grand finale of a successful 
evangelistic series, but the beginning of a
beautiful new journey for over 20 children—one now 
firmly rooted and grounded in the Word of
God.
_________________________________

By Carol Smythe-James
Children’s Ministries Director, 
West Jamaica Conference



MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA — In a major effort to 
tackle membership retention and revitalize 
its local congregations, the West Jamaica 

Conference (WJC) of Seventh-day Adventists 
successfully convened its inaugural three-day 
Conservation Summit from May 29 to 31, 2026. Held 
under the theme “Grounded in the Bible, Focused on 
the Mission: Restoring Hope,” the event drew over 
200 church leaders and members to the Seventh-
day Adventist Conference Centre in Montego Bay. 
Through presentations and breakout sessions, the 
intensive weekend equipped attendees with both the 
practical strategies and spiritual tools necessary to 
strengthen the church’s ongoing mission.

Pastor Vincent Rose, President of the West Jamaica 
Conference, opened the event by highlighting 
the core urgency behind the summit. Pointing to 
scripture, he noted, “In John 15, Jesus makes a bold 
declaration. He says, “You have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you that you may go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain.” But in spite 
of this, over the years we have seen where too 
many of those being baptized in the church fall by 
the wayside.” 

Pastor Rose emphasized that many of these losses 
are preventable. “ The truth is, many could have 
been avoided had we known how to take care 
of babes so they would have grown into mature 
Christians.” 

Addressing a common analogy used in church 
growth discussions, Rose added, “One person said 
that they come through the front door and leave 
through the back door. The solution to that cannot 
be the closing of the front door; instead, let in more, 
and then deliberately and intentionally find ways to 
keep them in.”

Practical Strategies for Securing the Mission

Throughout the summit, powerful leaders from 
around the union presented on topics which focused 
on practical areas where members can remain 
grounded in the truth.
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WJC HOSTS HISTORIC CONSERVATION SUMMIT 
TO TACKLE MEMBERSHIP RETENTION AND 
RESTORE HOPE

Pastor Vincent Rose, President of the West Jamaica Conference, opened the event by highlighting the core urgency behind the  
Conservation Summit held at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference Center held on May 29-31, 2026.



Among the featured presenters was Dr. Joseph 
Smith, Vice President of the Jamaica Union
Conference (JAMU), who spoke on “Securing the 
Mission.”

 “Four strategies to secure the mission are 
strengthening the spiritual foundations of our 
leaders, empowering leadership, engaging with 
communities, and utilizing technology,” Dr. Smith 
shared.

Emphasizing the use of technology, Dr. Smith 
challenged the leaders to get involved in the 
church’s digital initiatives. “One Voice27 is going to 
be a special time where we are going to be focusing 
on utilizing digital media to impact not just Jamaica 
but the entire globe. This initiative seeks to mobilize 
the entire church in the task of making disciples, 
applying Christ’s method in every department, 
ministry, and institution to ensure that 80% of 
members remain active in the mission, sharing the 
gospel personally and publicly.”

Serving as the Divine Hour keynote speaker, 
Pastor Damion Chambers, Assistant Professor and 
Coordinator of the School of Religion and Theology 
at Northern Caribbean University (NCU), spoke 
on the topic “Discipleship Matters.” Through his 
presentation, he emphasized that the best way to 
keep members in the church is to help them become 
disciple-makers.

“The church has five Bible-based purposes: 
evangelism, worship, fellowship, nurture, and 
ministry,”  Pastor Chambers explained. “Discipleship 

touches all of them but focuses especially on the 
matter of nurturing, which is found in Jesus’ Great 
Commission in Matthew 28:19-20: “Go and make 
disciples of all nations.”  Discipleship is more than 
church membership; it has to do with becoming a 
follower of Christ.”

Pastor Chambers further explained that discipleship 
begins with assimilation into church membership, 
progresses into spiritual maturity, and culminates 
in leadership development as a disciple-maker. 
Speaking directly to the leaders in attendance, he 
challenged, “As earnest and passionate as we are 
in getting people to join the church, so earnest and 
passionate we should be in helping them to grow 
spiritually to become mature Christians, and to 
equip them to become disciple-makers.”

Engaging All Generations

Transitioning to the afternoon session, church 
leaders participated in breakout sessions.
One of the presenters, Dr. Omar Oliphant, Director 
of Public Affairs &  Religious Liberty for the East 
Jamaica Conference (EJC), spoke about a vital 
component of the conservation plan: 
“The Multi-Gen Church.” He highlighted the 
necessity of advancing strategies that deliberately 
include all age demographics.

“The multi-generational church is the church that 
incorporates all generations and brings everyone 
to the table, utilizing each of the gifts and skills 
God has given to them so that they can advance the 
cause of God in this generation,” Dr. Oliphant stated. 
“If we are going to win this world for Christ, we 
must ensure that the generations are represented in 
every area and space of the church.”

He reminded the congregation of the collective 
nature of the movement: “This church is not just 
for Baby Boomers, this church is not just for 
traditionalists, this church is not just for Gen Z, 
this church is not just for Millennials—this church 
is for all of us. All of us must do our part, based on 
the gifts God has given us, to advance the church 
militant to become the church triumphant.”
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A Roadmap for the Future

The summit culminated on Sunday,with a power-
ful call to action focused on Youth Mentorship and 
Conservation for Social and Spiritual Development, 
delivered by Pastor Glen O. Samuels, President of 
Jamaica Union.

“Every leader needs mentors and models—spe-
cifically other leaders who are ‘just ahead of us,’ 
particularly in areas that we are not familiar with, “
Pastor Samuels said. “The generation ‘just ahead 
of us’ as we are in our growing stage, has the re-
sponsibility to lead and mentor us.”

Looking at Judges 2:7, 8, and 10, Pastor Samuels 
noted that spiritual mentorship and conservation 
are core responsibilities of senior leadership. 
While the generation immediately following Josh-
ua did a good job with mentorship, the subsequent 
generation failed to continue the mantle. As a 
result, the church began adopting the lifestyle and 
dress of the
Canaanites because mentorship had ceased, giving 
rise to a generation that did not know God.

“Mentoring is not only about helping the young 
people of the church; it is helping the society
at large,” Pastor Samuels highlighted. “To 
achieve this, there are three keys for effective 
mentoring and retention: recruiting, training, and 
assigning responsibilities. Providing these active 
opportunities serves as the secret to any suc-
cessful mentorship program.”

Ultimately, the three-day event underscored a 
critical truth: membership retention is not
merely an administrative task, but a deeply 
spiritual matter rooted in consistent pastoral
care, relevant worship, and strong, inclusive 
leadership. As leaders return to their respective
districts, the insights gained are expected to 
inspire local congregations to restore hope, 
deepen fellowship, and keep the church’s mission 
vibrant for years to come.
__________________________
By Shantel Neal
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Hanover Impact Sunday June 7, 2026

Westmoreland Federation Rally at the Footprints SDA church on June 6, 2026.



More than 20 Seventh-day Adventists stand on stage after responding to an appeal by General Conference President Erton Köhler (center) to 
serve as missionaries and volunteers during the closing of the Intercultural Mission Church Planting Summit on May 30, 2026, in Trinidad and 
Tobago, as Inter-American Division President Abner De los Santos stands with them. [Photo: Curtis Henry/IAD]
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Hanover Impact Sunday June 7, 2026

ADVENTIST  WORLD NEWS

A renewed call for global mission, 
intercultural evangelism, and church 
planting marked the closing of the 

Intercultural Mission Church Planting Summit 
on May 30 as Seventh-day Adventist Church 
leaders, pastors, missionaries, students, and 
lay members gathered at the University of 
Southern Caribbean (USC) in Maracas Valley, 
Trinidad. 

More than 300 delegates from across the Inter-
American Division (IAD) attended the four-day 
summit to strengthen outreach among urban, 
secular, indigenous, and unreached people 
groups around the world through seminars, 
workshops, worship services, and mission-
focused discussions.

The summit culminated with a passionate 
appeal from General Conference President 
Pastor Erton Köhler, who urged delegates to 
become active participants in the church’s 
Mission Refocus initiative.

General Conference President Erton Köhler challenges Seventh-
day Adventists to engage in global mission outreach during the 
Intercultural Mission Church Planting Summit on May 30, 2026, in 
Trinidad and Tobago. Köhler displays a Kekchi Mayan Bible gifted 
to him in Guatemala as he reminded delegates that “the gospel is 
the last sign before the second coming of Jesus.” [Photo: Curtis 
Henry/IAD]

“The gospel is the last sign before the second 
coming of Jesus,” Köhler said. “Those who love 

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION

IAD Summit Sparks Renewed Push for Global Mission 
and Church Planting
June 3, 2026 | Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago | Libna Stevens, Inter-American Division Newsw
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the second coming of Jesus, they will preach the 
gospel.”

A Call to Mission Beyond Borders

Köhler reminded delegates that the church’s 
mission extends beyond local territories.

“Our mission is not only for Trinidad,” Köhler said. 
“Our mission is global.”

Highlighting unreached regions of the world, 
Köhler challenged attendees with questions 
such as: “Who will go to Tehran? Who will go to 
Ahmedabad? Who will go to Damascus?”

He said Mission Refocus aims to strengthen global 
collaboration by encouraging stronger mission 
territories to support regions with little or no 
Adventist presence.

Delegates smile as they march during the Parade of Mission 
Refocus in support of missionary outreach around the world at the 
Intercultural Mission Church Planting Summit on May 30, 2026, in 
Trinidad and Tobago. [Photo: Curtis Henry/IAD]

“Mission Refocus is a movement calling those who 
are strong in mission to support those who are 
weak in mission,” said Köhler.
Near the close of his presentation, Köhler invited 
individuals and families willing to serve as 
missionaries or volunteers in challenging mission 
territories to stand and come forward. More than 
20 people responded publicly to the appeal.

“I expected five people, but mission is a miracle,” 
Köhler said as delegates continued walking 
toward the front.

Delegates Respond to Missionary Appeal

Among those responding was Roger Alleyne, a 
lay evangelist from Tobago who has conducted 
evangelistic campaigns across the IAD territory 
and the United States and is pursuing a master’s 
degree in pastoral ministry at USC. He said the 
appeal confirmed a calling he had already been 
sensing.

Roger Alleyne of Tobago responds to a missionary appeal during the 
closing of the Intercultural Mission Church Planting Summit on May 30, 
2026, in Trinidad and Tobago. [Photo: Curtis Henry/IAD]

“I always love evangelism,” Alleyne said. “My focus is 
to go and preach the gospel all over the world.”
Alleyne said he has already begun learning Spanish 
in preparation for future mission service.

“I was sitting there and saying, ‘I should be there,’” he 
recalled. “After they came down and put down their 
names, I decided I would put down my name too.”

David Springer, part of the pastoral team at the USC 
Church, and his wife Marbelis also responded to the 
appeal alongside their two young sons.

“When we got married, part of our marriage 
commitment was that at some point we would serve 
as missionaries,” David Springer said.

The couple said Köhler’s presentation renewed their 
conviction to answer the call.

David Springer, his wife Marbelis, and their two sons pose after 
responding to a missionary appeal during the closing of the Intercultural 
Mission Church Planting Summit on May 30, 2026, in Trinidad and 
Tobago. [Photo: Curtis Henry/IAD]

“Whether you have the resources or not, you must be 
willing to say, ‘God, I will go,’” Springer said.
Marbelis, a nurse and USC graduate, said interacting 
with delegates from different cultures throughout 
the summit reinforced the family’s openness to serve 

Please click to view more 

https://interamerica.org/2026/06/iad-summit-sparks-renewed-push-for-global-mission-and-church-planting/
https://interamerica.org/2026/06/iad-summit-sparks-renewed-push-for-global-mission-and-church-planting/
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026
June 

1 - 30 	 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Rest 

1 - 30 	 Stewardship - Emphasis on Temple 

1 - 30 	 Youth Mentorship Month

6 		  Health Festival/ Health Ministries Day 

6 		  Lay Preachers & Bible Workers’ Federation Rally - Westmoreland 

6		   Sabbath School R.E.A.C.H. - Reconnecting with Every Absent, Community or 	

		  Homebound Member

7 		  Online Deacons & Deaconesses Workshop 

7 		  5k Health Walk - St. Elizabeth 

7 		  Communion with God - Hour of Prayer 

8 		  Launch of EYES Mentee Behaviour Mastery Pilot Programme - Camp I Am 

8 - 13		 Women’s Empowerment Week 

9 		  Executive Committee Meeting 

13 		  Women’s Ministries Emphasis Day/ Women’s Convention

13 		  Youth Mentorship Day & Pinning Ceremony

14 		  5K Health Walk - St. James 

20 		  UNASSIGNED WJC Calendar of Mission 2026

21 		  5k Health Walk - Westmoreland

25		   Graduation - Savanna-la-Mar Preparatory School

27 		  World Public Campus Ministries Day

27 		  Adventist-laymen’s Services & Industries (ASI) Emphasis Day 

28 		  5K Health Walk - Hanover 

28 		  Graduation - Savanna-la-Mar High School

30 		  Pastor’s Quarterly General Meeting 

30 		  Graduation - Darliston Preparatory School 

30 		  Graduation - Wellesley Gunter Preparatory School
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
MAY
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COMMUNICATION EVENT
JUNE 
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JULY-AUG
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JULY
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
JUNE
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JULY
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IN CASE YOU MISSED 
IT...
APRIL

Lay Preachers & Bible Workers  Federation Rally | OWE || 
Morning  Session || Sabbath, June 6, 2026

Rest, Reflection & Restoration || Friday Evening Vesper 
Service || June  12, 2026

Bible Study Hour ||  2nd Quarter ||  Lesson 11 ||
June 13 2026

REBROADCAST || Online Worship Experience || June 10, 2026

Please click to view video content. 

https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://youtube.com/live/ksQgXtikT-I
https://youtu.be/AZoW7JOf-lU
https://youtu.be/1wCNUkyE448
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/0w5qSf1ArVA
https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://youtube.com/live/Nc4WTGFhO78
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GIVE BLOOD AND SAVE A LIFE 
TODAY: MAKING BLOOD DONATION A 
LIFESTYLE RESPONSIBILITY

By Mr. Odean Black-
Blood Donor Organizer, 
Western Regional Health Authority

As the global community prepares to observe 
World Blood Donor Day on June 14 under the 
theme “Live to Give, Make Blood Donation a 

Lifestyle,” my colleagues and I across Jamaica’s 
health sector are issuing an urgent call for citizens 
to step forward and help us bridge a critical national 
deficit. This annual observance recognizes the vital 
efforts of voluntary donors whose life-saving gifts 
support millions worldwide, while simultaneously 
helping us heighten awareness about the continuous 
need for safe blood transfusions right here at home.

The situation we face in Jamaica is particularly 
acute. Our island frequently grapples with a severe 
blood shortage; we annually collect only about 
30,000 units, which is just half of our national target 
of 60,000 units.

In my role with the Western Regional Health 
Authority, I see firsthand how this critical deficit has 
a direct, detrimental impact on local hospital care. 
When our blood supplies run low, medical services 
are inevitably delayed. This means some of our 
patients cannot receive blood in a timely manner 
for emergencies, surgeries, and critical medical 
procedures.

Rethinking the Donor System

Currently, the vast majority of blood donations we 
receive come from “replacement donors” —friends 

or relatives rushing to donate directly for a 
specific patient—rather than
regular, voluntary donors.

While we always emphasize that family 
members should absolutely feel a sense of 
responsibility to support loved ones in the 
hospital, relying solely on these crisis-driven 
donations is simply not enough. Our ultimate 
goal is to build a system where we collect
enough blood consistently year-round so that 
anyone in need can access it immediately,
regardless of whether they have family 
members available to donate. Achieving this 
baseline requires a significant boost in both 
immediate family participation and long-term 
voluntary donations.

Dispelling Fears and Myths

A major barrier we encounter when trying to 
build this stable supply is public hesitation,
which is often fueled by persistent myths such 
as the fear of contracting diseases or becoming 
physically weak.

I want to emphasize as clearly as possible that 
blood donation is an extremely safe, sterile,
and clean process. All equipment and needles 
we use are entirely new and are never
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reused, completely eliminating any risk of contracting 
an infection through donation.

For those of you who might be hesitant due to a fear 
of needles, our practitioners note that any discomfort 
is minimal and typically lasts for only a few seconds 
as the needle enters the skin. Once the blood starts 
flowing into the vein, that sensation disappears. If you 
are anxious about the sight of blood, we encourage 
you to bring your smartphone to use as a
distraction with entertaining content. Additionally, if 
you are a first-time donor, you can watch
educational videos online prior to your visit to better 
understand our process and reduce
anxiety.

Fostering a Culture of Giving

To build a reliable, year-round supply, the National 
Blood Transfusion Service (NBTS) and
our regional teams are actively seeking partnerships 
with Jamaican communities, workplaces, places of 
worship, and schools. You can help us foster these 
relationships by inviting us to host mobile blood 
drives at your local sites or by organizing group 
visits to our
permanent blood banks.

If you are considering stepping forward, you are 
generally eligible to donate blood if you meet the 
following criteria:
● 
•	 Are between 16 and 60 years old and weigh more 

than 110 pounds.

•	 ● Have high blood pressure that is under control.

•	 ● Are generally healthy and feeling well at the 
time of donation.

With growing demands on our local hospitals, our 
call for voluntary donors has never been
more urgent. Stronger community partnerships are 
key to ensuring Jamaica’s health syste is prepared 
for daily medical needs and unexpected emergencies 
alike.

For more information on how you can help us save 
a life today, please contact my office at (876) 512-
5180, or visit the official websites of the National 
Blood Transfusion Service and the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness.
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