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SDA CHURCH IN ANCHOVY MARKS 40 YEARS OF
MINISTRY WITH CALL TO UNITY AND FAITHFULNESS

FOUR DECADES AFTER ITS ESTABLISHMENT, THE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH , ANCHOVY CELEBRATED ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY WITH 
A WEEKEND OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING.  
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Greetings, members of the West Jamaica 
Conference!

It is a joy and privilege to once again remind you of 
the integral role that the West Weekly Newsletter 
plays in our ministry. I want to challenge and 

encourage you to keep your focus on this vital channel 
of communication, as it is through this medium that 
we will share many of the key activities and updates 
across our conference.

I also encourage you to keep the mission at the 
forefront of all you do. We know the Lord is coming 
soon, and we are called by God to declare this 
Everlasting Gospel to the world. May the Lord bless 
and keep you as we together pursue His mission.

Pastor Vincent Rose
President, West Jamaica Conference
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SDA CHURCH IN ANCHOVY MARKS 
40 YEARS OF MINISTRY WITH CALL
TO UNITY AND FAITHFULNESS

Dr. Burnett Robinson, whose evangelistic campaign led to the formation of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, Anchovy, 40 years ago, addresses the congregation during the church’s anniversary celebration. 
Photo: Kodane Connell

ANCHOVY, St. James

The Seventh-day Adventist Church, Anchovy 
recently celebrated its 40th anniversary with a 
weekend of worship, reflection, and thanksgiving 

as members, former pastors, and church leaders 
honoured four decades of ministry under the theme, 
“Resilient in Trials, Growing in Grace, Going Home in 
Victory.”

The main anniversary service on Sabbath, August 1, 
2026, brought together former and current members, 
church leaders, and guests in celebration of the
congregation’s rich history and enduring mission. 
Greetings and testimonies were shared by Elder 
C. Lettman and Pastors Joel Haye, Leroy Miller, 
Maurice McGhie, Christopher Harvey, and Hector 
Kaden. Congratulatory remarks were also delivered
by Pastor Donovan Williams, Vice President of the 
West Jamaica Conference, and Pastor Glen Samuels, 
President of the Jamaica Union Conference.

The anniversary sermon was delivered by Dr. Burnett 
Robinson, who conducted the evangelistic campaign 
that established the Anchovy Seventh-day Adventist 
Church four decades ago. Reflecting on the church’s 
journey, Dr. Robinson warned that Satan would 
seek to create division within the body of Christ and 
urged members to remain firmly anchored in their 
faith.“God wants you to build upon the Rock,” he said. 

“United we stand; divided we fall. The enemies of 
the church will seek to disrupt, disturb, destroy, 
divide, and harass the leadership, but as a flock we 
must learn to live together.”

Calling the congregation to unity, he concluded:
“As a flock, let us dwell together; as a body, let us 
unite; as a building, let us be framed together for 
the Kingdom. Let us strive together, for when we 
are together, victory is guaranteed.”

The anniversary celebrations began the previous 
evening with a vespers service on Friday, July 
31. One of the evening’s highlights came when 
Elder N. Gillette, a former member now residing 
overseas, reflected on the church’s early years. 

She recounted the struggles, sacrifices, and 
dedication that led to the establishment of the 
Anchovy congregation, reminding members of the 
pioneers whose faith and perseverance laid the 
foundation for the ministry that continues today.

Host Pastor Jermane McBean also led a special 
dedication service during which a new lectern 
was presented to the church. Adding a significant 
layer of recognition to the proceedings was the 
presence of Pastor Vincent Rose, President of the 
West Jamaica Conference. 

WEEKLY NEWS
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WEST WEEKLY 
NEWSLETTER 

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.

WEEKLY NEWS

Pastor Rose delivered the keynote address, offering 
a profound theological reflection on the occasion. 

“We are not celebrating because the church is good, 
but because we serve a good God,” he declared, 
setting the tone for his message.

Drawing from Exodus 25 vs 8, he reminded the 
congregation of God’s desire to dwell among His 
people, stating, “I want you to make me a place 
because I have a desire to dwell with you; and it is a 
honour to have God dwell with us.”

He further challenged the church to look beyond the 
physical structure. 

“The church is not here to look pretty and nice,” he 
emphasized. It is here to regenerate itself, producing 
people for God to dwell among. God wants to dwell 
with us and can only do so if we want Him to,” he 
ended.

During the service, Pastor Vincent Rose and his wife, 
Jody, were presented with tokens of appreciation 
in recognition of their leadership and support. The 
programme concluded with a prayer of dedication 
by Pastor Vencot Dyer, Executive Secretary of the 
West Jamaica Conference, who prayed for God’s 
continued blessing on the congregation.

The anniversary celebrations honoured the church’s 
rich history while reaffirming its commitment to 
proclaiming the gospel and serving the Anchovy 
community for generations to come.

_________________
By Dainton Thompson
Seventh-day Adventist Church, Anchovy



BLACKNESS, Westmoreland

Beyond their extensive work at Darliston 
Preparatory School, the mission team from 
the Palm Springs Seventh-day Adventist 

Church in Florida fulfilled a deeply personal 
promise to local resident Alecia Pennycooke 
Cheddan.

When members of the mission team first visited 
Blackness, Burnt Savannah, Westmoreland in 
March 2025, they witnessed the severe devastation 
left behind by Hurricane Melissa. Among those hit 
hardest were Mrs. Cheddan, her husband, and their 
four young children, who lost everything in the 
storm.

A two-bedroom, one-bathroom house was donated 
through the support of the West Jamaica Conference 
and volunteers from several churches across the 
territory to provide shelter for the family. However, 
when team members from Palm Springs visited 
and asked Mrs. Cheddan how they could assist her 
family in rebuilding their lives, her request was 
grounded entirely in self-reliance rather than a 
temporary handout: she asked for a chicken coop so 
she could sustain her household and start a small 
business.

Pastor Omar Palmer, district pastor of the Palm 
Springs Seventh-day Adventist Church, recalled
the emotional encounter:“We remembered that very 
famous picture of her baby out there on a mattress
underneath a coconut tree,” Pastor Palmer shared. 

“When we asked what she needed to help her family, 
she told us, ‘I am not asking for things; I just want to be 
able to help my family.’ She said a chicken coop would 
help, and we promised her right then that we were 
going to do that. When we returned to Palm Springs, 
we literally asked everyone in our congregation 
who had Jamaican dollars at home to bring them in, 
knowing that every bit would help purchase at least 
one chicken.”

Determined to deliver on that commitment during 
their July 2026 return mission trip, the collaborative 
team—working alongside international non-profit 
Restore a Child—provided all necessary materials and 
fully constructed a sturdy 12x8-foot chicken coop. 

Additionally, they gifted her 100 chicks along with 18 
bags of feed—enough to nourish the flock for their 
entire six-week lifespan. The sustainable project 
empowers Mrs. Cheddan to feed her family, generate
income, and reinvest in growing her poultry business 
in the months ahead.

Expressing her deep appreciation, Mrs. Cheddan 
shared her gratitude for the life-changing
support:

“Words can never be enough to express how grateful 
I am,” Mrs. Cheddan said. ”Palm Springs SDA and 
Restore a Child provided my family with a ray of hope. 
I will never forget their kind gesture, and my family 
and I are truly appreciative.”
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PROMISE KEPT: PALM SPRINGS TEAM DELIVERS
RAY OF HOPE TO HURRICANE SURVIVOR WITH 
CHICKEN COOP

Jaden, son of local resident, Mrs. Cheddan, cares for baby chicks inside the newly constructed chicken coop, built by volunteers of Palm 
Springs Seventh-day Adventist Church Florida.   Photo: Contributed



Pathfinder Director, Nover Ferguson-Brown 
highlighted the practical, empowering nature of the
project:

“Living out the proverb that it’s better to teach a man 
to fish, we watched the mom fill with gratitude as her 
oldest son jumped right in to care for the flock,”said 
Nover Ferguson-Brown. “Seeing this family empowered 
for the future warmed all of our hearts, and we are 
grateful that we could make a lasting difference.”

Pastor Ziggario Richards, district pastor for the Coote 
Savannah District of Churches, also commended the 
mission team for their heart of service.

“I am truly grateful for the assistance given to the 
Cheddan family,” Pastor Richards stated.  “They have 
been through a lot, and it warms my heart to know that 
there are still people in the world who genuinely care 
for those in need.”

Reflecting on the overall mission trip, Pastor Palmer 
emphasized that true ministry knows no geographical 
boundaries and encouraged others to lend a helping 
hand wherever a need exists:

“We hope the projects we completed will have a great 
impact and lasting benefit, and we look forward to what 
we can continue to do as a church,” Pastor Palmer 
reflected.

“Believe it or not, I don’t know anyone from Darliston 
personally. I’m not originally from the West Jamaica 
Conference; I’m from Central Jamaica. But it’s not 
about where I’m from, it’s about where the need is. 
We went and did what we could, and as a church, we 
are committed to doing whatever else we can to help. 
We encourage others from everywhere to assist as 
as much as they can. It is a phenomenal experience 
to just give a little bit—as we say in Jamaica, ‘Every 
mickle mek a muckle’; and ‘One one coco full basket’.”

_____________
By Shantel Neal
West Jamaica Conference 
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WEST WEEKLY 
NEWSLETTER 

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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Members of the Palm Springs mission team visiting Harmony Hall SDA church. The team 
donated 500,000 JMD to the building project.

St James Community Services and the Eastern Caribbean Conference impacted the 
Freeport Lock-up yesterday; 165 hot meals were served.

https://adobe.ly/4bmbok8


SeLD Conference delegates from Jamaica visit the OneVoice27 booth during the Inter-American Division’s Segment Leader Development 
Conference in Panama City, Panama, as they prepare to support the global evangelistic initiative. [Photo: Ariel Morales/IAD]
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The Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Chiapas, Mexico, recently unveiled a 
mobile television production truck that 

will enable Hope Media Chiapas to produce and 
transmit gospel programming from locations 
throughout the state.

The newly acquired unit was inaugurated on 
July 18 during the Chiapas Mexican Union’s 
second Short Film Festival. About 220 young 
communicators, filmmakers, church leaders, 
and members of the union’s Creative Disciples 
initiative attended the ceremony at the union 
headquarters in Tuxtla Gutiérrez.

Dozens of Seventh-day Adventists attend the unveiling of the Chia-
pas Mexican Union’s new mobile production truck in Tuxtla Gutiér-
rez, Chiapas, Mexico. [Photo: Chiapas Mexican Union]

Church leaders said the truck will support evan-
gelistic campaigns, facilitate coverage of church 
events, strengthen local congregations, and dis-
tribute programming across digital platforms. It 
will also help develop content in the Indigenous 
languages spoken throughout Chiapas and carry 
messages of hope to people who cannot easily at-
tend church programs in person.

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION

Adventist Church in Mexico Unveils Mobile Production 
Truck to Expand Gospel Reach
New Hope Media Chiapas unit will support live broadcasts, digital evangelism, and content for Indigenous 
communities across the state.

August 6, 2026 | Tuxtla Gutiérrez, Chiapas, Mexico | Yosainy de Colina and Inter-American Division News Staff
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“I want this mobile unit to travel throughout our 
territory for the glory of the Lord,” said Pastor José 
Luis Bouchot, president of the Chiapas Mexican 
Union. He described the truck as the result of 
cooperation among the union’s nine local fields 
and called for it to be used to develop innovative 
evangelistic and community-oriented projects.

While in Chiapas for a pastoral visit, Pastor 
Abner De los Santos, president of the Inter-
American Division, emphasized the need to use 
communication technology with a clear spiritual 
purpose.

A group of church leaders prepares to cut the ribbon during 
the inauguration of the Chiapas Mexican Union’s new mobile 
production truck on July 18, 2026. [Photo: Chiapas Mexican 
Union]

“We live in a time when communication has un-
precedented reach,” De los Santos said. “A mes-
sage can reach thousands of people in seconds. 
Technology is not an end in itself, but an instru-
ment God can use so that more people may know 
Jesus.”

A Studio on Wheels

Félix Cortés, an engineer with Mexican broadcaster 
TV Azteca who assisted with the unit’s installation, 
presented its production and transmission 
capabilities. The vehicle is equipped for television 
production, live broadcasting, streaming, and 
content distribution through multiple digital 
platforms. It also includes a cooling system, 
connections for external electricity, its own 
generator, and specialized production equipment.

“It is well equipped to meet the production needs 
in Chiapas,” Cortés said. “We hope they will enjoy 
it and make the most of it.

Pastor Abner De los Santos, president of the Inter-American Divi-
sion, speaks about using communication technology to share the 
gospel during the inauguration of the new mobile production truck 
on July 18, 2026. [Photo: Chiapas Mexican Union]

The vehicle will give the union’s local fields a shared 
production resource for responding to events and 
ministry opportunities throughout Chiapas, including 
communities located far from fixed production facili-
ties.

Part of a Broader Digital Strategy

The production truck is part of a broader digital evan-
gelism strategy in Chiapas connected with OneV-
oice27, a world church initiative seeking to unite com-
munication efforts and mobilize members to proclaim 
the message of Jesus through different methods and 
platforms.

Approximately 250,000 people connected with previ-
ous digital campaigns in Chiapas through social me-
dia and other communication platforms. The church 
also developed the Esperanza Chiapas digital plat-
form, introduced online Bible courses, and created 
an artificial intelligence assistant that allows users to 
study the Bible through WhatsApp.

The interior of the mobile production truck features specialized 
equipment for television production, live broadcasting, streaming, and 
digital content distribution. [Photo: Chiapas Mexican Union]

The union now aims to establish an active social me-
dia presence in 80 percent of its congregations. It 
will also continue training Creative Disciples—a net-
work of content creators, communicators, and other 
church members who use their artistic, digital, and 
professional talents for online evangelism and faith-
based storytelling—across its nine local fields.

The training is designed to move participants beyond 
simply producing content toward developing an in-
tentional pathway for evangelism and discipleship. 
Instruction in storytelling, directing, audience en-
gagement, artificial intelligence tools, and culturally 
relevant communication prepare Creative Disciples 
to reach people who do not know Jesus and con-
nect media content with Bible study and continued 
spiritual growth.

Please click to view more 

https://interamerica.org/2026/08/adventist-church-in-mexico-unveils-mobile-production-truck-to-expand-gospel-reach/
https://interamerica.org/2026/08/adventist-church-in-mexico-unveils-mobile-production-truck-to-expand-gospel-reach/
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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DID YOU
KNOW?

JAILBREAK: THERE IS POWER IN PRAYER
PASTOR BARRINGTON MCLEAN, SABBATH SCHOOL AND ADRA DIRECTOR, JAMU

Please click to view more 

 SPIRITUAL INSIGHT

In the ancient world, being guarded by four quaternions of soldiers—six-
teen armed guards—meant an absolute, inescapable death sentence, yet a 
praying church completely neutralized Rome’s top security system without 
lifting a single physical weapon.

This sermon, titled “Jailbreak: There is Power in Prayer” explores the mi-
raculous deliverance of the Apostle Peter from King Herod’s prison in Acts 
12, serving as a powerful reminder that no earthly chain or impossible cir-
cumstance can withstand the earnest prayers of God’s people. By contrast-
ing the hostility of Herod with the unstoppable force of unrelenting prayer, 
the message emphasizes that God actively works on behalf of His children 
even in their darkest, midnight hours. Drawing upon biblical accounts like 
Moses at the Red Sea and King Hezekiah facing the Assyrian army, the 
sermon demonstrates that persistent faith turns overwhelming trials into 
sweet victories, assuring believers that their past or background does not 
dictate their future under God’s grace.

At its core, the sermon extends the concept of “jailbreak” beyond physical 
prison walls to address the spiritual, emotional, and psychological strong-
holds that lock people in past mistakes and painful circumstances. Through 
personal testimony and vivid illustration, it highlights God as a prayer-an-
swering Liberator who operates beyond human limitations and timing. 
Ultimately, the message points to the ultimate “jailbreak” —the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ over sin and death—inviting every listener to trade despair 
for praise, place their trust in the divine will of God, and rely on the power 
of the blood to break every chain.

For the full sermon Jailbreak: There is Power in Prayer presented by Pastor Pastor Bar-
rington McLean, Sabbath School and ADRA Director, JAMU at the Glendevon Seventh-day 
Adventist

https://youtu.be/d0tRscq7v6k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRy4cZx4hKg
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026
AUGUST 1-30

1 - 31 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Temperance
1 - 31 Stewardship - Emphasis on Influence 
1 Public Holiday - Emancipation Day 
1 Bible Connect Parish Finals 
2 Communion with God - Hour of Prayer 
6 Public Holiday - Independence Day 
8 UNASSIGNED 
9 EYES Mentorship Expo & Connect Day (Cancelled)
11 Executive Committee
15 Stewardship Emphasis Day/Church Clerk 7th Sabbath Attendance 
Count 
19 - 22 Lay Workers, Sabbath School Workers & Child Preachers’ 
Training Institute 
22 Enditnow Day 
22 Children’s Convention & Child Preachers’ Graduation 
22 Bible Connect Conference Finals 
23 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - Hanover 
27 - 29 Singles Retreat 
29 Singles Convention 
29 Sabbath School Friendship Day 
29 Laypersons Day - Divisions 
30 Women, Children Ministries & Deaconesses Online Talk-back Session
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VACANCY
AUG
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VACANCY
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VACANCY
AUG



 WEST WEEKLY 15

VACANCY
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
AUG-SEPT
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JULY 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
AUG
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LOCAL EVENTS 
AUG
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LOCAL EVENTS 
AUG
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IN CASE YOU MISSED 
IT...
AUG

Online Worship Experience || Morning Session || Sabbath-
July 18 2026

7th Quadrennial Session || Day 1 || Evening || Sunday July 
12, 2026

Rest, Reflection & Restoration || Friday Evening Vesper 
Service || July 31, 2026

Please click to view video content. 

https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEJGOv0paRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs2o8V6xd44
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEJGOv0paRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pExw6Kna77I
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