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Adventists inaugurated its newly elected leaders
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MEMBERS

WEST JAMAICA CONFERENCE INAUGURATES NEW

LEADERSHIP FOR 2026-2030

MONTEGO BAY, ST. JAMES — THE WEST JAMAICA CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTISTS INAUGURATED ITS NEWLY ELECTED LEADERS ON
SABBATH, AUGUST 29, 2026, AT THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CONFERENCE
CENTRE IN MOUNT SALEM, MONTEGO BAY, FOLLOWING THE ELECTION OF
CONFERENCE OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTAL DIRECTORS DURING ITS
SEVENTH QUADRENNIAL SESSION IN JULY OF THIS YEAR.
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Greetings, members of the West Jamaica
Conference!

the integral role that the West Weekly Newsletter

plays in our ministry. | want to challenge and
encourage you to keep your focus on this vital channel
of communication, as it is through this medium that
we will share many of the key activities and updates
across our conference.

I t is a joy and privilege to once again remind you of

| also encourage you to keep the mission at the
forefront of all you do. We know the Lord is coming
soon, and we are called by God to declare this
Everlasting Gospel to the world. May the Lord bless
and keep you as we together pursue His mission.

Pastor Vincent Rose
President, West Jamaica Conference
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West Jamaica Conference President, Pastor Vincent G. Rose (left) Executive Secretary of West Jamaica Conference, Pastor
Vencot N. Dyer and Treasurer, Mrs. Marion Barrett-Popkin; at the Service of Inauguration held on Sabbath August 29, 2026.
- Photo credit: Cordel Brown

MONTEGO BAY, ST.JAMES — The West Jamaica
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists inaugurated
its newly elected leaders on Sabbath, August 29,
2026, at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference
Centre in Mount Salem, Montego Bay, following the
election of Conference officers and departmental
directors during its Seventh Quadrennial Session in
July of this year.

West Jamaica Conference officers Pastor Vencot Dyer, Executive
Secretary; Pastor Vincent Rose, President; and Mrs. Marion Barrett-
Popkin, Treasurer, stand with Jamaica Union Conference President
Pastor Glen 0. Samuels following the signing of the Leadership Pledge
during the Service of Inauguration on August 29, 2026. :: Photo credit:
Cordel Brown

Addressing the congregation following his
inauguration, Conference President Pastor Vincent
G. Rose described his new role as an opportunity to
serve and called on the Church to remain focused on

mission, with prayer and personal devotion at its
foundation.

“This is not an accomplishment but an opportunity
for service. When men forsake you, it is good to
know you are still in the hands of God. It's not
about me but about what God has done, what He is
doing and what He will continue to do,” Rose said.

Pastor Vincent G. Rose, President of the West Jamaica Conference,
shares his hopes for the 2026-2030 quadrennium during his
address at the Service of Inauguration held on Sabbath, August
29 at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference centre in Mt. Salem,
Montego Bay. :: Photo credit: Cordel Brown

Calling mission the Church’s number one priority,
Rose challenged leaders to ensure that prayer
remains central to church life.

“Rebuilding the church requires personal devotion.
It is the key to retention and consolidation. Christ’s
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prayer is that we will bear much fruit and the fruit
will remain. | want us to hand over a church where
prayer is still paramount. A praying church is a
strong church. The evidence shows that the mission
has always thrived in adversity. It's no time for the
church to become distracted. | challenge my leaders
and members, let's work together.”

Pastor Glen O. Samuels, President of the Jamaica
Union Conference, delivered the message and led
portions of the Service of Consecration. He was
joined by Jamaica Union Conference Executive
Secretary Pastor Karl A. Archer and Treasurer
Pastor Adlai Blythe in presenting the responsibilities
of the Conference’s principal officers: Pastor Vincent
G. Rose, President; Pastor Vencot Dyer, Executive
Secretary; and Mrs. Marion Barrett-Popkin,
Treasurer. The service also included charges to the
departmental directors and Executive Committee
members.

Pastor Glen 0. Samuels, Jamaica Union Conference President and
former President of West Jamaica Conference, delivers the sermon
during the Inauguration Service for the new leadership of West
Jamaica Conference. :: Photo credit: Cordel Brown

In his message to the new leaders, Samuels
cautioned against confusing popularity with
Christian influence and stressed the responsibility
of leaders to model the life of Christ.

“Ours is a nation that is more adept at having great
followership than following the Lord Jesus Christ.
Algorithms can give you a prestigious place in the
social media arena. But in order to find a place in
the kingdom of God you and | need to be genuine
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Samuels said Christian leadership also requires
hard work and a willingness to continue loving
those being led when the task becomes difficult.

“Part of Christian leadership is to set an example
of hard work so that others who look on do not find
sanctuary in inactivity. Leadership must love people
even when they test the mettle of your leadership,
for we have been called to model the life of Jesus
Christ and that is not an easy task.”

Custos Rotulorum of St. James, Bishop the Honourable Conrad
Pitkin, brings greetings during the West Jamaica Conference Service
of Inauguration on Sabbath, August 29, 2026. :: Photo credit: Cordel
Brown

The service was attended by Custos Rotulorum of St.
James, Bishop the Honourable Conrad Pitkin; Mayor
of Montego Bay, Councillor Richard Vernon; and
Assistant Commissioner of Police Glenford Miller,
commanding officer for Area One.

In his remarks, Bishop Pitkin called on the new
leadership to work together and extend the influence
of the Church beyond its congregations.

“May the officers, directors and Executive Committee
members work together in harmony, guided by the
Holy Spirit and united in purpose,” Pitkin said. “May
your leadership strengthen the church, inspire the
membership, and make a meaningful difference in
the wider community.”

Mayor of Montego Bay, Councillor Richard Vernon, offers
commendations to the West Jamaica Conference during the Service
of Inauguration on Sabbath, August 29, 2026. :: Photo credit: Cordel
Brown

The Mayor of Montego Bay commended the
contribution of the Seventh-day Adventist Church to
the development of the city.

“The Adventist faith has long been woven into the
development of Montego Bay through education,
health ministries and outreach. You have
strengthened families, uplifted neighbourhoods and
inspired civic progress,” Vernon said.

He added that the work of the Church demonstrates
that “faith is not confined to the sanctuary,” and
thanked the church for its contribution to the city.
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Assistant Commissioner of Police (ACP) Glenford Miller, commander
in charge of Area One for the Jamaica Constabulary Force. :: Photo
credit: Cordel Brown

Assistant Commissioner Glenford Miller used his
remarks to call for continued cooperation between
the Church and the Jamaica Constabulary Force.

“If criminals are allowed to have their way,
there will be no disciples for the church to find,”
Miller said. “We, the members of the Jamaica
Constabulary Force, pledge to you our full support
as we work together in partnership as one team.”

West Jamaica Conference President, Pastor Vincent G. Rose (left);
Treasurer, Mrs. Marion Barrett-Popkin; Jamaica Union Conference
Communication Director, Pastor Jonathan Myrie; Education
Director of Jamaica Union Conference, Pastor Stephen Drummond;
Jamaica Union Conference President Pastor Glen O. Samuels, and
Executive Secretary of West Jamaica Conference, Pastor Vencot N.
Dyer, pause for a photo following the presentation of Citations of
Appreciation and Honour during the Service of Inauguration held
on Sabbath August 29, 2026. :: Photo credit: Cordel Brown

The programme included an appreciation and
awards segment recognizing individuals who have
served the Conference.Pastor Jonathan Myrie and
Pastor Stephen Drummond, Communication and
Education directors, respectively, of the Jamaica
Union Conference, received Citations of Honour for
their service to West Jamaica Conference, where
they previously held similar responsibilities.

Samuels was also honoured for his contribution
to the West Jamaica Conference, including his
tenure as president. Former WJC Health Ministries
Director Pastor Egnal Grant and former Personal
Ministries Director Pastor Devon Heath received
awards for their contributions to the mission of the
Church.

A section of the congregation, including members of the Jamaica
Constabulary Force and West Jamaica Conference Executive
Committee members. :: Photo credit: Cordel Brown

Also in attendance were leaders from sister
conferences and representatives from Northern
Caribbean University and the St. James Health
Department.

West Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists | Shadeka Haye-Campbell

WEST WEEKLY
NEWSLETTER

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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The newly renovated home in Cave, Westmoreland, decorated for the official handing-over ceremony following extensive concrete
reinforcement, structural repairs, and layout upgrades by the Cave SDA Church and key donors. :: Photo credit: Contributed

an urgent plea for help has culminated in a

story of compassion and renewal. On August
5, 2026, the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Cave
in Westmoreland officially handed over a fully
renovated home to two church members facing
severe physical and living challenges.

CAVE, WESTMORELAND — What began as

The project targeted the dire living conditions of
72-year-old Brother Kennel George Cornwall, who
has been an amputee since 2004, and his 37-year-
old cousin, Devellie Lonely, who lives with visual
impairment and retains only about 15 percent of
his sight. Prior to the intervention, the men lived
beneath a small, dilapidated wooden structure filled
with debris, lacking a proper kitchen, furniture, or
indoor bathroom.

Recognizing the urgency of the situation, Elder
Damion W.illiams, who serves as the Personal
Ministries and Men's Ministries Leader at the
church, was instrumental in sounding the alarm for
assistance.

“They were in a very poor situation that | believe no
human should be living in,” shared Elder Williams
during the initial appeal for intervention. “Brother
Cornwall is mentally and spiritually strong, but he
is not able to move on his own. They are grateful
for any help they can get to take them out of this
situation.”

The dilapidated Westmoreland dwelling shared by brother Kennel
George Cornwall and his cousin Devellie Lonely prior to intervention by
the Cave Church. :: Photo credit: Contributed

Mobilizing the Community Services Department,
deacons, deaconesses, and local church members
cleared the site of accumulated scrap metal and waste
before launching a complete structural overhaul.
Volunteers poured concrete around the foundation
to reinforce the wooden support pillars, laid a
solid concrete floor, built a fully functioning indoor
bathroom, and outfitted the residence with brand-new
beds and essential household items.

“The house was totally devastated—basically like a
garbage bin with old iron and structural decay,” noted
Elder Williams following the completion of the project.
“We simply wanted to see our brethren live with
dignity.”
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The project was realized through key partnerships,
with liaison support provided by Pastor Levi Johnson,
former Jamaica Union Executive Secretary. Pastor
Johnson connected local leaders with retired Pastor
Michael Bernard and his wife, Sister Bernard, from
Altamonte Springs, Florida, who generously provided
total funding for the renovation project.

The newly renovated home in Cave, Westmoreland, decorated for
the official handing-over ceremony following extensive concrete
reinforcement, structural repairs, and layout upgrades by the Cave SDA
Church and key donors. :: Photo credit: Contributed

Pastor Donald Hill, Pastor for the Whitehouse District
of Churches, emphasized the impact of the initiative:

“Our community has felt the love of the church through
actual deeds, not just words. Alongside our Hurricane
Melissa relief efforts impacting the district—delivering
thousands of care packages and building several
houses with help from all the conferences within the
Jamaica Union Conference and private donors who
provided housing materials—this project represents
a bright, lasting start. Unlike temporary food aid or
basic repairs, this home was fully restored specifically
for our brothers. We are immensely grateful to Pastor
and Sister Bernard, Pastor and Sister Johnson, Elder
Williams, and the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Cave
family.”

By Shantel Neal
West Jamaica Conference

WEST WEEKLY
NEWSLETTER

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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The West Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists inaugurated its newly elected leaders on
Sabbath, August 29, 2026, at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference Centre in Mount Salem, Montego
Bay. Photo: Cleveland Furze.
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Young peaple in Antigua hold signs reading “Break the Silence, Stop the Violence” and “Hands Are for Helping” as they march through the

streets on Aug. 22, 2026, as part of the Enditnow emphasis. [Photo: Vaughn Joseph]

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION
Enditnow Mobilizes Thousands Across Inter-America
to Stand Against Violence

Adventists take to streets and communities with marches, prayer, education and acts of compassion.

August 26, 2026 | Miami, Florida, United States | Libna Stevens, Inter-American Division News

took their message against abuse and

violence beyond church walls on Aug.
22, filling streets, parks and public spaces
across the Inter-American Division (IAD) with
marches, community programs, prayer and
acts of service as part of the global Enditnow
emphasis Sabbath.

Thousands of Seventh-day Adventists

From The Bahamas and the Caribbean to Mex-
ico, Central America, Colombia and Venezue-
la, church members carried banners calling
for an end to violence, distributed literature,
held educational programs and reached vul-
nerable people with food and other practical
assistance.

Children and young people march through communities in the In-
ter-Oceanic Mexican Union region on Aug. 22, 2026, holding signs
against violence and abuse as part of the Enditnow emphasis. [Pho-
to: Courtesy of the Inter-Oceanic Mexican Union]

The activities centered on this year’'s theme,
“Moved with Compassion,” which challenged mem-
bers not only to recognize abuse but to respond to
suffering with the compassion demonstrated by
Jesus. The special Sabbath was part of a broader
31-day IAD campaign throughout August featuring
daily digital reflections, practical challenges and
shareable resources designed to make compas-
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sion an everyday response to abuse and violence.
For Sandra Pinto, women's ministries and chil-
dren and adolescent ministries director for the
IAD, seeing that message move into communities
across the territory was significant.

Young people in Antigua hold signs reading “Break the Silence,
Stop the Violence” and “Hands Are for Helping” as they march
through the streets on Aug. 22, 2026, as part of the Enditnow em-
phasis. [Photo: Vaughn Joseph]

“It was deeply moving to see the mobilization
throughout Inter-America,” Pinto said. “It wasn't
just marches with signs; we saw compassion in
its purest form.”

Young people, women and entire families prayed
for people in need, provided food to vulnerable
families and offered encouragement and guidance
to those experiencing hardship, she said.

“It was faith moving beyond the four walls of the
church to embrace the pain of the community,”
Pinto said.

Dozens of church members march through the streets of Nassau,
The Bahamas, carrying an Enditnow banner and signs calling for
an end to violence and abuse before gathering for a public rally on
Aug. 22, 2026. [Photo: John Garcial

A Public Stand in The Bahamas

In Nassau, members of the South Bahamas Confer-
ence marched along East Street before gathering
at Rawson Square for a rally that was broadcast
on national radio. Church leaders, advocates and
community representatives addressed domestic
violence, child abuse and gender-based violence.

Ann Marie Davis, wife of the prime minister of The
Bahamas, told participants that compassion must

lead to action.

Senate President J. Lashell Adderley speaks during the Enditnow rally
in Nassau, The Bahamas, on Aug. 22, 2026, calling on churches and
communities to speak out against violence and abuse. [Photo: John
Garcial

“Compassion is not only about caring,” Davis said. “It
is about allowing that care to move us into action.”
She called on communities to refuse silence, support
those healing from abuse and work toward environ-
ments where people feel safe and valued.

Senate President J. LaShell Adderley challenged
churches to recognize their responsibility toward peo-
ple experiencing abuse, while Marissa Mason-Smith,
chair of the Protection Against Violence Commission,
urged participants to continue speaking and acting
after the rally ended.

Marchers carry signs denouncing violence against women and children
as they make their way through the streets of Panama as part of the
Enditnow emphasis. [Photo: Courtesy of the Panama Union]

“This evening we march with compassion, but tomor-
row we must act with courage,” Mason-Smith said,
emphasizing that sustained action can turn a single
voice into a movement committed to protecting peo-
ple and restoring dignity.
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SPIRITUAL INSIGHT

REBUILDING THE FOUNDATIONS: A CALL
TO SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP

BY PASTOR GLEN SAMUELS, PRESIDENT OF THE JAMAICA UNION CONFERENCE

DID YOU
KNOW?

Did you know that during a time of national crisis, U.S. President Abraham
Lincoln openly admitted he was repeatedly driven to his knees because he
realized he had nowhere else to go?

In this powerful installation sermon, Pastor Glen Samuels, President of the
Jamaica Union Conference, challenged newlyinstalled leadership—specifically
Pastor Vincent G. Rose, President of the West Jamaica Conference and his
team—to recognize that solid church and nation-building cannot rely on
human wisdom, financial reserves, or institutional tradition. Drawing a sharp
contrast between mere outward rel|g|05|ty and true splrltuallty, the message
juxtaposes the troubling question of Psalm 11:3 (“If the foundations be
destroyed, what can the righteous do?”) with the prophetic mandate of Isaiah
58:12 to rebuild ancient ruins and restore fallen foundations. Grounded in the
conviction that Jamaica’s national identity is uniquely anchored in prayer, the
sermon emphasizes that true transformation begins when leaders ground
themselves entirely in the unshakeable presence and authority of God rather
than popular opinion or administrative titles.

The core focus of the address centers on the practical reality of Christian
leadership under pressure. Reminding the congregation that even legendary
leaders like Moses faced severe tests from the very people they led, the
speaker underscores that authentic leadership requires unwavering love
personal integrity, and a deep life of prayer. Rather than relying on past
accomplishments, modern algorithms, or superficial appearances, leaders are
urged to seek daily divine direction on their knees, return to the foundational
truths of Scripture, and lead the church toward a fresh anointing of the Holy
Spirit. Ultimately, the sermon delivers an inspiring call of hope: despite
economic uncertainty, social decay, or institutional trials, the greatest days
for both the church and the nation lie ahead for those who faithfully build
upon God's enduring power.

To watch the full sermon, “Rebuilding the Foundations: A Call to Spiritual Leadership” by

Pastor Glen Samuels, click the link below.

Please click to view more



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAL_JGIOTGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAL_JGIOTGc
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026

SEPTEMBER

1 - 30 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Integrity

1 - 30 Stewardship - Emphasis on Mission

1 - 30 Families in Mission Evangelism

5 Personal Ministries Day/ Family Togetherness Day of Prayer
5 Sabbath School R.E.A.C.H. - Reconnecting with Every Absent,
Community or Homebound Member

6 Communion with God - Hour of Prayer

6 Online LEAD and Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - St. James
7 Launch of EYES Mentorship Clubs in SDA-Operated Schools
8 Executive Committee Meeting

12 UNASSIGNED

13 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - St. Elizabeth

19 World Pathfinder Day

20 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - Westmoreland

20 Mentor Care & Supervision Session

20 - 26 Health & Evangelism Prayer Week - mental & spiritual health
23 - 26 Health Promoters Training

26 Sabbath School Guest Day - Divisions

26 Ingathering Launch - Parish

26 Families in Mission Baptism Day

27 Bible Connect JAMU Finals

27 Workers’ Meeting
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IN CASE YOU MISSED
IT...

SEPT

Please click to view video content.

Service of Inauguration 2026 || Evening Session || Online Worship Experience || Morning Session || Sabbath,
Sabbath, Aug 29, 2026 Aug 29, 2026



https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAL_JGIOTGc
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhlBUKrqSnQ

To submit news, announcements, photos, or stories for consideration in thiWest Weekly, please email your
information to:
communication@westjamaica.org

Please include relevant details, photos, names, dates, locations, and any other information needed for publication.

For announcements on NCU FM Church Bulletin Board, email information to:
sales@ncumedia.com

Our mailing address is:
PO Box 176, Catherine Hall, Montego Bay, St. James, Jamaica
Want to change how you receive these emails?
Telephone:
1(876) 656-7800; 1(876) 952-2727; 1 (876) 979-9026;
1(876) 618-2416; 1 (876) 618-2417 and via Digicel at 1 (876) 448-8416.
To Give Visit:
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