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The Hanover Health Services, in partnership with 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Sandy Bay, 
hosted a Back-to-School Medical and Health Fair 
on August 20, 2026, on the grounds of the Sandy 
Bay Seventh-day Adventist Church. Pg7

SDA CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATES CENTENARIAN 
ANDREW CAMPBELL

GLOWING TRIBUTES AND CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES FLOWED AT THE MT 
SALEM SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST (SDA) CHURCH IN ST JAMES ON TUESDAY, 
AS RELATIVES AND CHURCH MEMBERS GATHERED FOR A LUNCHEON HON-
OURING 100-YEAR-OLD ANDREW CAMPBELL OF LILLIPUT, ALSO IN ST JAMES.
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Greetings, members of the West Jamaica 
Conference!

It is a joy and privilege to once again remind you of 
the integral role that the West Weekly Newsletter 
plays in our ministry. I want to challenge and 

encourage you to keep your focus on this vital channel 
of communication, as it is through this medium that 
we will share many of the key activities and updates 
across our conference.

I also encourage you to keep the mission at the 
forefront of all you do. We know the Lord is coming 
soon, and we are called by God to declare this 
Everlasting Gospel to the world. May the Lord bless 
and keep you as we together pursue His mission.

Pastor Vincent Rose
President, West Jamaica Conference
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SDA CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATES 
CENTENARIAN ANDREW CAMPBELL

Andrew Campbell (centre) of Lilliput, St James, celebrates his 100th birthday with daughter Hayley 
Lawson and son Roger Campbell during a luncheon held in his honour at the Mt Salem Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Mt Salem, St James, on Tuesday.

Glowing tributes and congratulatory messages 
flowed at the Mt Salem Seventh-day Adventist 
(SDA) Church in St James on Tuesday, as 

relatives and church members gathered for a 
luncheon honouring 100-year-old Andrew Campbell 
of Lilliput, also in St James.

Despite being visually impaired and requiring a 
wheelchair for mobility, Campbell, a retired builder 
and former elder of the Mt Salem SDA congregation, 
briefly expressed gratitude for the luncheon marking 
his centenary. The occasion was highlighted by 
tribute messages from Governor General Sir Patrick 
Allen, Labour Minister Pearnel Charles Jr, and 
Pastor Vincent Rose, president of the West Jamaica 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

“I am thankful to everyone, to the Mt Salem brethren 
and to everyone else, so much so that I cannot 
explain myself. I give thanks in the name of Jesus, 
and I thank you all for coming,” a tearful Campbell 
told the gathering.

“There is nowhere like home, home sweet home. I’m 
pressing on the upward way, new heights I’m gaining 
every day, still praying as I onward bound. Lord, plant 
my feet on higher ground,” he added, referencing a 
verse from the church hymn Higher Ground.

In his message to Campbell, which was read aloud 
at the function, Allen said reaching 100 years of 
age was a monumental achievement that should be 

celebrated by loved ones.

“You will count among the small and distinguished 
group of persons to enjoy the blessing of attaining 
your 100th birthday. Celebrating a centenary is 
indeed a very special occasion, and I trust that you 
will be surrounded by loved ones who will help 
to make it a truly wonderful time for you as you 
embrace life and the many blessings you have 
enjoyed along the way,” said the governor general.

Born in Maldon, St James, on August 11, 1926, 
Campbell was the fourth of nine children for to 
Joseph and Eletia Campbell. The new centenarian 
spent much of his childhood with his grandmother 
in the Vaughnsfield district of St James after his 
mother relocated to Kingston following his father’s 
death.

In 1953, at age 27, Campbell, who attended Maldon 
Primary School, moved to Montego Bay and worked 
for several years as a carpenter. During that time, 
he helped build houses for the Government of 
Jamaica along Francis Isabella Road in Mt Salem 
and in the Cornwall Gardens community.

He was a founding member of the Mt Salem SDA 
Church when it was established in 1968. A year 
later, he married Mabel Blake, now deceased, and 
together they raised nine children, including three 
from previous relationships. The family would 

WEEKLY NEWS
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Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.

WEEKLY NEWS

later grow to include 10 grandchildren and 21 
great-grandchildren.

During Tuesday’s celebration, son Roger Campbell 
recounted how his father was strict but devoted to 
raising his children in the fear of the Lord.

“Thanks be to God for my father, who brought us 
up in the church. He was very principled, and we 
could not make any mistakes in church, and I am 
still trying to live that way as an adult. Papa, thank 
you for all you have done for us all these years,” 
said the younger Campbell.

____
christopher.thomas@gleanerjm.com



TREASURE BEACH, ST. ELIZABETH — Strong 
youth participation took center stage as 242 
campers filled the grounds of Camp Braham 

for WESCONYOUCA 2026, signaling a vibrant, high-
energy return for the annual youth gathering after 
a two-year hiatus from the camp grounds. 

Held under the theme “Rooted in Christ: Mobilized 
for Mission,” the camp mobilized two distinct groups 
across its two-week duration: 122 juniors gathered 
from July 21 to 28, followed immediately by 120 
senior youth from July 28 to August 4.

The overwhelming turnout filled the newly restored 
facilities to capacity, driving dynamic participation 
across daily programming, community outreach 
initiatives, and spiritual services.

Youth Participation Drives Camp Success

“From the lips of the campers, it was one of the best 
camping experiences—the camp spirit was high, the 
chemistry was there, and we just give God praise 
and thanks for a successful return,” said Pastor 
Allan Green, Youth Ministries Director for the West 
Jamaica Conference.

To accommodate the influx of participants, camp 
leadership shifted toward a collaborative, youth-
centered atmosphere that prioritized affirmation 
over strict enforcement.

“At camp, we generally look for those who are 
giving trouble or being mischievous, but as camp 
officers, we spoke to the campers with respect and 
affirmed them,” Pastor Green explained. “I believe 
that resonated well with the youth, and the feedback 
was overwhelmingly positive.”

That supportive culture culminated during the senior 
camp’s divine service, where a young male camper 
made the decision to be baptized. Demonstrating 
strong solidarity, fellow male campers surrounded 
him at the altar before walking alongside him down to 
the sea for his baptism.

The presence of the 242 young people extended into 
the surrounding Lewis Town and Treasure Beach 
communities through structured outreach projects. 
“It’s been a long time since we felt this kind of impact,” 
noted one local resident.

Restoring the Space for the Turnout

Hosting hundreds of attendees required an extensive 
physical recovery process. Prior to the event, Camp 
Braham suffered from severe disrepair, marked by 
overgrown thorny brush, wasp infestations, and 
dilapidated structures.

Under a recovery plan proposed by Area Coordinator 
Bryan Palmer (“Tall P”), groundsmen and youth 
volunteers from various parish federations conducted 
bi-weekly work sessions over four months. Together, 
they cleared the grounds and restored three main 
cabins. A fourth cabin was completely renovated—
including fresh paint and upgraded infrastructure—
by the international missionary group Building for 
Eternity.

“Looking back, Camp Braham was not the ideal 
space for a youth camp, but we had a vision and 
determination,” Pastor Green added.

Supported  by a veteran camper Deputy Director 
Murdelyn Donaldson and a unified staff, the leadership 
team successfully managed the large crowd 
throughout both sessions.
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242 CAMPERS MARK HISTORIC RETURN TO CAMP 
BRAHAM FOR WESCONYOUCA 2026

Campers and the Youth Ministries Department Administrators share a moment during WESCONYOUCA 2026, held from July 21 to August 4. 
(Photo: Contributed)



With attendance exceeding expectations, the Youth 
Department is preparing to expand cabin capacity and 
tent grounds ahead of the upcoming  Youth Rally on 
December 13, 2026 to accommodate further growth.

By Shantel Neal
West Jamaica Conference 
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The Hanover Health Services, in partnership with the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Sandy Bay, 
hosted a Back-to-School Medical and Health Fair on August 20, 2026, on the grounds of the Sandy Bay 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Photo: Cleveland Furze.

https://adobe.ly/4bmbok8


Pastor Abner De Los Santos addresses union executive secretaries during a devotional session on Aug. 3, 2026, during the Secretariat 
Academy, which brought leaders from across the Inter-American Division to its headquarters in Miami, Florida, Aug. 2–5. [Photo: Libna 
Stevens/IAD]
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Strengthening the work of Secretariat as 
a vital part of church mission was at the 
center of a four-day Academy that brought 

executive secretaries from across the Inter-
American Division (IAD) to its headquarters in 
Miami, Florida, Aug. 2–5, 2026.

Through presentations, workshops, and small-
group discussions, union executive secretaries 
addressed governance, policy, membership 
management, records, strategic planning, par-
liamentary procedures, and other responsibil-
ities, while sharing practical approaches they 
can apply across their territories.

Pastor Selom Sessou, associate secretary of the General Confer-
ence, outlines the Secretariat Academy’s training framework and 
its emphasis on strengthening administrative competencies. [Pho-
to: Libna Stevens/IAD]

Pastor Gerson Santos, associate secretary of the 
General Conference (GC), said Inter-America is 
the first world division to begin training under the 
newly launched GC Secretariat Academy.
“This is a historic event,” Santos said, explaining 
that the global program had been launched only 
days earlier. “Inter-America is beginning the first 
training of the Academy.”

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION

Inter-American Division Becomes First to Hold 
Secretariat Academy Training
Union executive secretaries gain practical tools in governance, membership care, policy, and administration 
during the four-day training.

August 20, 2026 | Miami, Florida, United States | Libna Stevens, Inter-American Division News
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Building Competence for Mission

Pastor Selom Sessou, associate secretary of the 
GC and coordinator of the GC Secretariat Acad-
emy, said the initiative responds to the need for 
specialized preparation among executive sec-
retaries, many of whom enter the position after 
years in pastoral or evangelistic ministry.

“We realized that there is a gap,” Sessou said. The 
Academy is designed to build the “knowledge and 
competency to perform the task with confidence 
and accuracy,” while strengthening efficiency, or-
ganization, time management, and problem-solv-
ing.

Calling executive secretaries “agents of mission,” Pastor Pierre 
Caporal, executive secretary of the Inter-American Division, deliv-
ers a devotional message on Aug. 5, during the Secretariat Acade-
my. [Photo: Libna Stevens/IAD]

During the four-day Academy, participants re-
ceived training on the role of the executive sec-
retary, working policy, parliamentary procedures, 
strategic planning, calls and their processes, un-
ion reporting, Secretariat evaluation, statistical 
data interpretation, records management, church 
planting, Adventist Volunteer Service, VividFaith, 
and software and resources for Secretariat work 
at the local-field and local-church levels.
The Academy’s broader foundational curriculum 
includes seven modules and 34 lessons cover-
ing the spiritual foundations of Secretariat, gov-
ernance and committee management, policy and 
constitutional integrity, membership management 
and disciple-making, records and archives, and 
the mission of Secretariat.

Sessou said the Academy is intended to provide 
an ongoing learning environment where leaders 
can continue developing the competencies needed 
as administrative and ministry demands evolve.

‘An Agent of Mission’

The spiritual responsibility of Secretariat leader-
ship was also emphasized throughout the gather-
ing.

Roberto Davila, executive secretary of the Nicaragua Union, reviews 
the four-day Secretariat Academy program schedule on the morning of 
Aug. 4, 2026. [Photo: Libna Stevens/IAD]

During a devotional message, Santos reminded par-
ticipants that church leaders must remain commit-
ted to continual growth. “The leadership of God’s 
church is not a destination; it is a journey of contin-
uous growth,” he said, emphasizing that preserving 
the church’s unity, integrity, and mission requires 
both professional development and a life grounded 
in Christ.

Pastor Pierre Caporal, executive secretary of the IAD, 
reinforced that perspective in his Aug. 5 devotional, 
“More Than a Scribe.”

Drawing from the biblical relationship between Jer-
emiah and Baruch, Caporal described how Baruch’s 
professional skills became instrumental in preserving 
and communicating the message God had entrusted 
to Jeremiah. He challenged executive secretaries to 
see a similar connection between their responsibili-
ties and their calling.

“One can see in you a simple scribe, or a simple exec-
utive secretary, but God sees in you an agent of mis-
sion,” Caporal said.

“Let us consecrate all our skills, our professionalism, 
our influence to God’s mission,” he added.

Pastor Álvaro Niño, undersecretary of the Inter-American Division, 
leads a session focused on strengthening Secretariat practices across 
unions and local fields. [Photo: Keila Trejo/IAD]

Please click to view more 

https://interamerica.org/2026/08/inter-american-division-becomes-first-to-hold-secretariat-academy-training/
https://interamerica.org/2026/08/inter-american-division-becomes-first-to-hold-secretariat-academy-training/
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/


 WEST WEEKLY10

DID YOU
KNOW?

EQUIPPED TO SERVE, EMPOWERED TO SERVE, 
BUILDING ETERNITY TOGETHER
BY PASTOR JOSEPH SMITH, VICE PRESIDENT, MINISTERIAL SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT TO THE PRES-
IDENT IN CHARGE OF  EVANGELISM, JAMAICA UNION CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

Please click to view more 

 SPIRITUAL INSIGHT

Did you know that a church can be packed to capacity every single week, 
yet remain completely empty when it comes to active ministry? In a power-
ful address during the Friday evening vespers program of the Lay Workers’ 
and Child Preachers’ Training Institute, centered on the theme “Equipped 
to Serve, Empowered to Serve, Building Eternity Together,” Pastor Joseph 
Smith urged believers to move off the sidelines and recognize that God has 
called every single member—not just a few professionals—to active service. 
Grounding his message in Ephesians 4:11–13 and 1 Peter 2:9, Pastor Smith 
highlighted that God’s design for the church is to function as a dynamic train-
ing agency rather than a passive gathering place.

Drawing a sharp distinction between human capacity and divine impact, Pas-
tor Smith emphasized that while organizational leaders equip the church 
with tools and preparation, only the Holy Spirit can empower members for 
truly effective, life-changing ministry. Citing scriptural examples from Moses 
to the early apostles, he reminded the congregation that God never waits for 
people to be perfect before calling them; instead, He calls ordinary individu-
als and develops them through His Spirit. Ultimately, the sermon called for 
total unity and collaboration across all generations and ministries, reminding 
believers that whether through digital outreach, community service, or per-
sonal intercession, every act of faith is an eternal investment in saving souls.

To watch the full sermon, “Equipped to Serve, Empowered to Serve, Building Eternity To-
gether” by Pastor Joseph Smith, click the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UC0CJqsduy0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UC0CJqsduy0
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026
SEPTEMBER

1 - 30 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Integrity
1 - 30 Stewardship - Emphasis on Mission
1 - 30 Families in Mission Evangelism
5 Personal Ministries Day/ Family Togetherness Day of Prayer
5 Sabbath School R.E.A.C.H. - Reconnecting with Every Absent, 
Community or Homebound Member 
6 Communion with God - Hour of Prayer
6 Online LEAD and Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - St. James 
7 Launch of EYES Mentorship Clubs in SDA-Operated Schools 
8 Executive Committee Meeting
12 UNASSIGNED
13 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - St. Elizabeth
19 World Pathfinder Day
20 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - Westmoreland 
20 Mentor Care & Supervision Session
20 - 26 Health & Evangelism Prayer Week - mental & spiritual health
23 - 26 Health Promoters Training
26 Sabbath School Guest Day - Divisions 
26 Ingathering Launch - Parish
26 Families in Mission Baptism Day
27 Bible Connect JAMU Finals
27 Workers’ Meeting
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VACANCY
AUG
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LOCAL NEWS 
AUG
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
AUG-SEPT
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LOCAL EVENTS 
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IN CASE YOU MISSED 
IT...
AUG

OWE || Children’s Convention 2026 || Morning Session || 
Sabbath, Aug 22, 2026

Lay Workers & Child Preachers 2026 || Opening Ceremony 
|| Wednesday, Aug 19, 2026

Lay Workers & Child Preachers 2026 || Friday Vespers || 
Wednesday, Aug 21, 2026

Please click to view video content. 

https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlF52t9FF5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UC0CJqsduy0
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEJGOv0paRg
https://youtu.be/pQxOOSAZZ4Q
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