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West Jamaica Conference’s first Mentorship Day.
. Photo credit: Cordel Brown:Pg7

WHERE FAITH MEETS FOUNDATION: OCEAN
HEIGHTS SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
BREAKS GROUND

The Ocean Heights Seventh-day Adventist Church in the Lilliput District of
Churches broke ground for a new sanctuary on June 28, 2026, marking a
defining moment for a congregation that has spent years worshipping in a
building far too small for the faith it carries. The church is the youngest in
the district, born out of the Lilliput Seventh-day Adventist Church following
an evangelistic series. It has since grown to more than 160 members, with
between 70 and 90 attending weekly, all of them pressing into a 20-by-40-
foot building that was never meant to hold this much life.
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(Left to Right) Pastors Lataniel Hamilton (Lilliput District), Donovan Williams (Executive Secretary, West Jamaica Conference), and Vincent

Rose (President, West Jamaica Conference) prepare to turn the soil at the groundbreaking ceremony for the Ocean Heights

Seventh-day Church on June 28, 2026. Photo credit: Ocean Heights Communications Department & Roger Cunningham

he Ocean Heights Seventh-day Adventist Church
Tin the Lilliput District of Churches broke ground

for a new sanctuary on June 28, 2026, marking
a defining moment for a Congregation that has spent
years worshipping in a building far too small for the
faith it carries. The church is the youngest in the
district, born out of the Lilliput Seventh-day Adventist
Church following an evangelistic series. It has since
grown to more than 160 members, with between 70
and 90 attending weekly, all of them pressing into a
20-by-40- foot building that was never meant to hold
this much life.

“The congregation has grown significantly, and the
church can no longer hold the congregation”; said
Pastor Lataniel Hamilton, who leads the Lilliput
District. “We sought to build a new church that
will accommodate its membership and cater to the
spiritual needs and development of the community.”
The vision stretches further still. Government-
planned residential developments are expected to
bring considerable population growth to the area,
and the church is positioning itself to meet those
incoming neighbours even before they arrive.

Pastor Vincent Rose delivered the spiritual charge
for the occasion, drawing on the biblical tradition of
sanctuary-building to challenge the congregation
toward boldness. His most memorable illustration

was the ant—a creature that moves objects many
times its own size not because it has calculated
the odds, but simply because it moves. “God is
challenging Ocean Heights to be like that ant,”he
said. “"Push stuff bigger than yourself.” He was
equally clear that the building is not the goal. “God
does not love an empty church,” he said. “The
church’s mission is not merely to build a pretty
church, it is to produce them.”

The congregation answered that charge in the
most tangible way possible. Two elders stepped
forward to unveil architectural renderings of the
proposed structure, each pledging JA$500,000,
a combined million-dollar commitment before a
single foundation stone has been laid. Members
and district members were also given the privilege
of breaking ground themselves, with contributions
ranging from JA$5,000 to JA$60,000. By the close
of the evening, the congregation had raised over
JA$2.5 million for the building fund in a single
night.

“That, for me, is an indication that the brethren
are fully on board,” said Pastor Hamilton. For
Elder Doug Walters, who was experiencing his
first groundbreaking, the moment was deeply
personal. “ | love how our pastor guided us, and
to see all the church members excited was such
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a good feeling,” he said. “I can’t wait for more. God
bless Ocean Heights.”

The roots of Ocean Heights run deeper than most
realize. The congregation traces its beginnings to
the Naseberry Tree Experience, a series of informal
gatherings with Elder Collin Wright, alongside
Debbie Scarlett, Navy Ennis, Natasha Edwards,
Pastor Damaine Phillips, Presley Bingham, and
Melford Dockery, with two candidates also emerging
from that experience. Those early meetings laid
the spiritual groundwork for what would follow.
An evangelistic series subsequently led by Pastor
Laundale Monroe brought 13 other people to
baptism, and by 2014, a branch Sabbath School
had been formed, the first formal structure of what
would eventually become the Ocean Heights SDA
Church.

Foundation work is expected to begin within two to
three weeks. Full completion is projected at 15 to 20
years, a timeline Pastor Hamilton offered without
apology. “ It might not be in my time here as the
pastor,”’he said. “But we are hopeful.” Ground has
been broken. The hill is waiting. The building will
come.

By Karissa Shaw
West Jamaica Conference
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Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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WEST JAMAICA CONFERENCE PINS 154
MENTORS AT HISTORIC FIRST MENTORSHIP DAY

A section of the 154 mentors-in-training during the West Jamaica Conference’s first Mentorship Day. :: Photo credit: Cordel Brown

MONTEGO BAY, St. James

Adventists reached a major milestone in its

mentorship ministry on Sabbath, June 27,
as 154 mentors-in-training were officially pinned
and recognized during the Conference's first-
ever Mentorship Day since the launch of the EYES
Mentorship Initiative.

The West Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day

Held at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference
Centre, trained mentors and mentors-in-training
donned their distinctive red and black uniforms
for the grand celebration. The newly minted
mentors joined a growing movement designed to
provide guidance, support, and positive influence
to individuals across western Jamaica. The EYES
Mentorship Initiative was the brainchild of then
West Jamaica Conference President, Pastor

Glen 0. Samuels, now President of the Jamaica
Union Conference. Since its inception in 2021, the
programme has sought to establish sustainable
mentoring relationships with at least 500 mentors
and 1,000 at-risk youth throughout the Conference
territory.

The pinning ceremony in the afternoon was

the highlight of the day’s proceedings. Another
defining moment came as the President of West
Jamaica Conference, Pastor Vincent Rose, had
the privilege of pinning Mrs. Marion Barrett-
Popkin,Treasurer for the conference, who was
among those being officially recognized as
mentors. The symbolic gesture underscored the
Conference's commitment to mentorship at every
level of leadership.

Mrs. Marion Barrett-Popkin, Treasurer of the West Jamaica
Conference , receives her mentor's pin from President of West
Jamaica Conference, Pastor Vincent Rose during a special moment
of recognition at the inaugural Mentorship Day. :: Photo credit:
Cordel Brown

According to West Jamaica Conference
Mentorship Coordinator, Mrs. Kediesha Mowatt-
Grant, the significance of the occasion extends far
beyond the number of mentors recognized.

“Each mentor represents a life committed to
walking alongside another person, providing
guidance and encouragement. So, to see 154
individuals complete the training process and
publicly commit themselves to mentorship is a
tremendous achievement for our Conference.”

Mowatt-Grant explained that the programme
was developed in response to a growing need
for intentional support systems within both the
Church and wider community.

“We recognized that many of our young people
and vulnerable individuals needed consistent
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support, guidance, and positive role models.
The EYES Mentorship Initiative was created to
intentionally connect trained mentors with these
groups.”

Mentors-in-training receive their official pins during a special
recognition ceremony marking the completion of their mentorship
training. :: Photo credit: Cordel Brown

Among those recognized during the ceremony
was newly pinned mentor Kevaughn Bernard,
who shared the motivation behind his decision to
become a mentor.

“I've always believed that the lessons life teaches
us are not meant to be kept to ourselves. Growing
up, | saw firsthand how much of a difference the
right guidance at the right time can make. | was
motivated by a desire to be that presence for
someone else, to help them avoid unnecessary
pitfalls and walk with greater confidence into their
purpose.”

Newly pinned mentor, Kevaughn Bernard from the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, Cornwall Court. :: Photo credit: Contributed

Bernard said his desire is to help others discover
their God-given value and potential. “I hope to
help them see themselves the way God sees them,
full of potential, and capable of more than they
may currently believe.”

The programme’s impact was further highlighted
by Thandheka Myers, Parish Liaison Officer for
St. Elizabeth, who highlighted the programme’s
contribution to the mission of the Church.

“The mentorship programme is essential for the
mission of the SDA Church as it facilitates spiritual

growth as well as shapes the character of our
youth. This in turn enables us to grow disciples
rooted in the faith and retain members dedicated
to the fulfillment of the Great Commission.”

Thandheka Myers, Parish Liaison Officer for St. Elizabeth, poses
with some of the newly pinned mentors from the parish. :: Photo
credit: Contributed

Looking ahead, Mowatt-Grant envisions continued
expansion of the initiative across the Conference.

“Our vision is to see mentorship become deeply
embedded in the culture of our churches and
communities. We want to expand the network of
trained mentors, strengthen support systems for
young people, and see lives transformed through
meaningful relationships that lead individuals
closer to Christ and their God-given purpose.”

As the EYES Mentorship Initiative continues

to grow, the 154 newly pinned mentors now
join a team committed to helping others and
strengthening their relationship with God. For
more information on how to become involved
in the EYES Mentorship Initiative, visit www.
westjamaica.org.day of fellowship and ministry.

West Jamaica Conference | Shadeka Haye-
Campbell | July 03, 2026
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West Jamaica Conference pins 154 mentors-in-training during the historic first Mentorship
Day. :: Photo credit: Cordel Brown



https://adobe.ly/4bmbok8
https://adobe.ly/4bmbok8

SADWESTE WHERLD NEWS

People walk past the rubble of a collapsed building in Caracas after twin earthquakes struck north-central Venezuela on June 24, leaving
hundreds dead and thousands displaced. The Seventh-day Adventist Church has confirmed that five of its members were among those who

lost their lives. [Photo: Central Venezuela Conference Facebook]

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION

Church Confirms Five Adventist Deaths as Relief
Efforts Expand in Venezuela

Leaders continue assessing losses while supporting displaced families across the affected region.

June 29, 2026 | Caracas, Venezuela | Gabriela Becerra and Inter-American Division News

Five days after two powerful earthquakes
measuring 7.2 and 7.5 struck northern
Venezuela on June 24, the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in the East Venezuela
Union has confirmed the deaths of five church
members as leaders continue assessing the
disaster’s impact across the affected territory.

The earthquakes left widespread destruction
in Caracas, La Guaira, and surrounding
communities, collapsing buildings, trapping
residents, and claiming hundreds of lives, with
many people still unaccounted for.

Many apartment buildings in Caracas were left uninhabitable
after twin earthquakes struck north-central Venezuela on
June 24, causing widespread structural damage. [Photo:
Central Venezeula Conference Facebook]

“We are deeply saddened by the deaths of our
church members and continue to pray for the
families grieving the loss of their loved ones,”
said Pastor Luis A. Paredes, president of the East
Venezuela Union. Quoting Psalm 46:1, Paredes
added, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.”

As assessments continue, church leaders are
gaining a clearer picture of the earthquake's
impact on Adventist members and congregations
across the affected territory.

At least 21 Adventist families have lost everything
they owned, 156 families have sustained damage
to their homes, and 175 families are currently
living in temporary shelters.

Eleven pastoral families remain unable to return
to their homes, while five Adventist churches have
also suffered structural damage.

For church leaders, the response has become
a race against time—finding members whose
whereabouts remain unknown while caring for
hundreds already displaced.
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Hundreds of food packages are laid out for distribution to families
affected by the earthquakes in Caracas. [Photo: Luis Paredes
Facebook]

Assessing the Human Impact

“Our greatest challenge right now is locating
every one of our members,” Paredes said. “At
the same time, we are caring for those staying
in shelters provided by the church by supplying
food, medicine, and other essential needs.”

Despite the devastation, the church has
reaffirmed its commitment to supporting affected
communities and rebuilding lives, while calling on
members throughout the Inter-American Division
and around the world to continue praying for
pastors, logistics teams, volunteers, and every
family affected by the disaster.

In @ message shared on social media, Paredes
urged church members and the wider community
to continue praying for those still trapped beneath
collapsed buildings, families mourning loved
ones, and thousands left homeless by the disaster.
He also appealed for prayers for emergency
responders risking their lives in ongoing rescue
operations.

Volunteers assist sorting out clothes, water and other supplies
for affected families in Anaco, Anzoategui State, Venezuela [Photo:
Courtesy of East Venezuela Unioin]

“May God give them strength when exhaustion
overwhelms them, light when darkness surrounds
them, and hope when discouragement threatens
to overcome them,” Paredes wrote. “God cares for
those who care for others and never abandons His
people.”

Relief efforts began almost immediately after the
earthquakes. Within the first 24 hours, pastors,
church leaders, and volunteers from the Central East
Venezuela Conference prepared and distributed more
than 700 arepas to displaced families in Caracas. At
the same time, collection centers were established at
Adventist schools, conference offices, and churches
throughout eastern Venezuela to receive food, water,
medicine, clothing, and other emergency supplies.

Local church members across the union have
continued gathering donations, which are transported
first to Caracas and then to La Guaira, where the
largest concentration of displaced families remains.

Church members sort and pack donated clothing, and other essential
supplies at Alejandro Oropeza Castillo Adventist School in Guarenas,
Miranda state, for delivery to families affected by the earthquakes in
Caracas and La Guaira, the hardest-hit areas. [Photo: East Venezuela
Union]

As relief efforts expanded, the East Venezuela Union
headquarters in Montalban received truckloads
of clothing, medicines, and bottled water from
distribution centers across Caracas on June 26.
The supplies were transported to La Guaira later
that afternoon, while union office staff prepared and
distributed 100 hot lunches in some of the hardest-hit
neighborhoods.

Across the country, churches in the West Venezuela
Union also mobilized, organizing donation drives for
food, water, clothing, hygiene supplies, and other
essential items that are being shipped to the East
Venezuela Union to support families affected by the
earthquakes.

Please click to view more



https://interamerica.org/2026/06/church-confirms-five-adventist-deaths-as-relief-efforts-expand-in-venezuela/
https://interamerica.org/2026/06/church-confirms-five-adventist-deaths-as-relief-efforts-expand-in-venezuela/
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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CHURCH COMMUNICAT
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MISSION, N

MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA — The Communication
Department of the West Jamaica Conference
recently hosted a webinar themed, “Guarding the
Message: Ethical Communication in the Age of Data
Protection.” Tailored for Communication Directors
and media team members across the constituency,
the overall objective was to help participants view
data protection not as an administrative burden, but
as a vital part of their mission toward responsible
and ethical communication.

The guest presenter, Mr. Brendon Coleman, Data
Protection Officer of the Jamaica Union, explained
that under the Jamaican Data Protection Act (JDPA),
personal data refers to any information that directly
or indirectly identifies a living individual.

“ More than just names and addresses, this includes
photographs, video files, Taxpayer Registration
Numbers (TRN), and WhatsApp contact directories,
just to name a few,” Mr. Coleman noted, emphasizing
that media personnel must act as data stewards to
safeguard this information.

To bring awareness to the Act and its implications
for the church, Mr. Coleman outlined the Eight
Overarching Standards of the Data Protection Act
that govern live streaming, video production, and
news writing:

1. Fairness and Lawfulness

Data must be collected in a fair and lawful
manner. Datacontrollers mustclearlyexplainto
individuals what information is being collected
and how it will be used so that consent is fully
informed. Lawfulness is critical; processing
data requires meeting at least one of six lawful
bases: consent, performance of a contract,
legal obligation, legitimate interest, public
interest, or vital interest. Without meeting one
of these, processing cannot legally occur.

2. Purpose Limitation

Data must be used solely for the specific
purpose for which it was collected. If the
church intends to use the data in a manner
incompatible with its original intent, fresh
consent must be obtained from the individual.

3. Data Minimization

Communicators should minimize the amount
of data collected, gathering only what is strictly
necessary to process a particular activity and
nothing more.

4. Accuracy

Data must be accurate and regularly updated.
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The burden of accuracy is twofold: it relies on

the data subject (the individual whose data is being
processed, such as a church member) to provide
correct details, and the data controller (the legal
church entity determining the purpose of processing)
to maintain it.

5. Storage Limitation (Data Retention)

There must be a corresponding retention period
governing how long data is kept, which varies
depending on the category of data and the nature of
the activity.

6. Data Subject Rights

The JDPA is promulgated to protect individuals. As
data subjects, members hold distinct rights, including
the right to request access to their personal data and
the right to revoke consent at any time.

7. Security Measures

Organizations must implement both organizational
and technical safeguards. Organizational measures
include using church-approved devices, establishing
clear frameworks for who has access to information,
and creating breach-response protocols.

Technical measures involve using robust passwords,
multi-factor authentication (MFA), and encryption.

8. Cross-Border Transfer Restrictions

Personal data cannot be transferred to a territory
outside of Jamaica unless that destination has
equivalent, robust data protection legislation in
place. To ensure compliance, church policy strongly
recommends storing personal church data on
church-owned servers.

In his closing remarks, Mr. Coleman reminded
participants that implementation takes time.
“Compliance is a journey, not a destination,” he
emphasized. “ What is expected of us is that

we make small steps in the right direction on our
journey to full compliance.”

By Shantel Neal

WEST WEEKLY
NEWSLETTER

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,

videos, and more, sign up today.
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026

July 1 - 31 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Air

1 - 31 Stewardship - Emphasis on Mind

1 - 31 NextGen Evangelism - Youth in Mission Evangelism
1 - 31 Vacation Bible School

1 Graduation - Bull Savannah Preparatory School

2 Graduation - Harrison Memorial Preparatory School

4 Personal Ministries Day/ Quarterly Day of Prayer

5 Communion with God - Hour of Prayer

5 Graduation - Harrison Memorial High School

6 Graduation - March Town Preparatory School

7 Online Child Preachers’ Training

11 Youth Sabbath

11 Church Clerk 2nd Sabbath Attendance Count

12 - 13 West Jamaica Conference 7th Quadrennial Session
18 UNASSIGNED

21 - 28 WESCONYOQOUCA - Junior

28 - Aug. 4 WESCONYQUCA - Senior

25 Children’s Sabbath

25 Youth in Mission Baptism Day

27 - 31 Segment Leadership Development (SeLD) Conference - Panama

31 Deadline for Submission of Pastoral Evaluation Forms: Jan. - June
2026
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IN CASE YOU MISSED
IT...

Please click to view video content.

Online Worship Experience || Morning Session || Sabbath, Rest, Reflection & Restoration || Friday Evening Vesper
June 27, 2026 Service || July 3, 2026

Bible Study Hour || 2nd Quarter || Lesson 13 || REBROADCAST || Online Worship Experience || June 10, 2026
June 13 2026



https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://youtube.com/live/DTvH-k94SSM
https://youtube.com/live/zQ0vYe-XHwI
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/0w5qSf1ArVA
https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://youtube.com/live/DbJqlAgaXu4

For announcements on NCU FM Church Bulletin Board, email information to:
sales@ncumedia.com
Our mailing address is:
PO Box 176, Catherine Hall, Montego Bay, St. James, Jamaica
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Telephone:

1(876) 656-7800; 1(876) 952-2727; 1 (876) 979-9026;

1(876) 618-2416; 1 (876) 618-2417 and via Digicel at 1 (876) 448-8416.

To give, visit:

give.westjamaica.org
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