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WELCOME HALL, ST. JAMES — On June 15, 2026, 
Joel South Watson achieved a monumental 
milestone, celebrating his 103rd birthday. Born 
and raised in Somerton, St. James, in 1923, 
Watson’s roots eventually pulled him to Tangle 
River, a place he frequented as a boy to visit his 
father. 

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS | ST. JAMESE 5K HEALTH WALK 
2026 
What an incredible morning of fitness, fellowship, and community spirit! The 
West Jamaica Conference Health Ministries Department extends heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who participated in our Annual 5K Health Walk.
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103 YEARS OF FAITH, FAMILY,
 AND FATHERHOOD

Brother Watson pose for a photo at the Tangle River Seventh-day Adventist Church in the Welcome Hall District 

WELCOME HALL, ST. JAMES — On June 15, 2026, 
Joel South Watson achieved a monumental 
milestone, celebrating his 103rd birthday. 

Born and raised in Somerton, St. James, in 1923, 
Watson’s roots eventually pulled him to Tangle 
River, a place he frequented as a boy to visit his 
father. Upon reaching adulthood, he permanently 
relocated to the community, taking over his father’s 
property, cultivation, and livestock—the very land he 
still resides on today.

In 1968, Watson married his late wife, Evelyn 
Adella Watson. At the time, she and her young 
daughter, Icyline, were already baptized Seventh-
day Adventists, having accepted the Advent message 
while living in Palmyra, Rose Hall. Through their gentle 
encouragement and godly example after moving to 
Tangle River, Watson also embraced the faith. He 
became a baptized member and a cornerstone of the 
Tangle River Seventh-day Adventist Church within 
the Welcome Hall District. For his only daughter, now 
Mrs. Icyline Watson Young, Watson was a protector 
and a dedicated father whose support left an indelible 
mark on her childhood.

“ When I was 12 years old, I attended Mount Alvernia 
High School,”  Mrs. Young recalled warmly. “We had a 
persistent issue with the morning bus. School began 
at 7:30 a.m., but the bus wouldn’t arrive in Montego 
Bay until 8:00 a.m. Consequently, whenever I was 
late, I had to stand in the corridor for an hour before 
being admitted to class.”

Distressed by the situation, young Icyline confided 
in her father. “One morning, he went down to 
the school himself to speak with the principal, 
Sister Elowin Marie. After that conversation, 
everything changed. Not only was I admitted to 
class immediately upon arrival, but I also received 
extra grace from the principal. That remains one 
of my most memorable moments with him; he was 
always there to help me through my education.”

That same fierce dedication extended to Watson’s 
service in the house of God, where he served as 
an active, faithful deacon until physical weakness 
limited his mobility.

Mrs. Young looks back affectionately on her 
parents’ shared commitment to the church’s
community workdays. “My mother was a deaconess, 
so whenever we had church work on Sundays, my 
father would head down to the ground early to dig 
up some “food” (ground provisions). He’d pack it 
into a bag or basket, and they would head down to 
the church to cook for the workers.”

Mrs. Young shared, “Pastor Thompson was the 
district pastor in those days, and he never missed 
a church work Sunday. He always carried his 
water boots in his car trunk, ready to step into 
whatever needed to be done. I remember one 
Sunday morning, Pastor said, “ I can’t stay

WEEKLY NEWS
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WEST WEEKLY 
NEWSLETTER 

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.

WEEKLY NEWS

long, I have a wedding to conduct.” My mother 
quickly chimed in, “No, Pastor, you haven’t
gotten your breakfast yet. The dumplings are frying, 
and the callaloo is steaming!” My father immediately 
backed her up, saying, “You can’t leave! I have a 
piece of yam in a bag over there we haven’t taken 
out for you yet.” He was always so jovial and eager 
to help.”

Though Icyline is his only biological child, Watson’s 
home and heart have always been expansive; he 
is a beloved father figure to a host of nieces and 
nephews who call him their own.

Today, the family marvels at his longevity. He has 
outlived his siblings, who also enjoyed long lives—a 
brother who lived to 99, another to 87, and a sister 
to 98. Taking care of a centenarian comes with its 
unique blessings and lighthearted challenges.
“Everyone comes by to look at him and always gives 
me praise, saying, “Lin, you take
such good care of Papa. Papa is always blooming 
and looking up,” Ms. Young smiled.
“Sometimes he can be a bit stubborn, but I’ve grown 
to understand him completely now. I don’t let the 
little things worry me. If I tell him something and he 
resists, I just gently say, “This is the way I want it, 
Papa.” He might make up his face for a moment, but 
then he’ll smile and say, “Alright, you young people 
know best, let me do as you say.”

As Father’s Day and his 103rd birthday converge, 
the family stands united in gratitude for a lifedefined 
by hard work, laughter, and Christian stewardship. 
For Joel South Watson, a century of living boils 
down to the simple, enduring legacy he passed on 
to his household: only what is done for Christ will 
ultimately matter.

______________________________
By Shantel Neal



MONTEGO BAY, Jamaica — In a strategic move 
to strengthen local evangelism and support its 
front-line volunteers, the Personal Ministries 

Department of the West Jamaica Conference has 
officially established dedicated Parish Federations 
across the parishes within its constituency.

The historic initiative was the highlight of this 
year’s annual Lay Preachers and Bible Workers’
Federation Rallies, which drew over 800 lay work-
ers under the theme, “Grounded in the Bible,
Focused on the Mission, Restoring Hope.”
To signify their formal installation, newly appoint-
ed Parish Executive Officers and district repre-
sentatives were pinned during a special consecra-
tion ceremony, marking a new era of organized lay 
ministry for the conference.

A Vision for Mobilization and Care

Pastor Devon Heath, Personal Ministries Director 
of the West Jamaica Conference, explained that 
the new structure serves a dual purpose: maxi-
mizing soul-winning impact and creating a robust 
support system for the laity.

“The primary objectives of the Lay Workers 
Federation across the parishes are to train, mo-
bilize, and recruit the lay workforce across the 
conference so that they can be actively involved 
in soul-winning at the local level,” Pastor Heath 
stated.

Beyond evangelism, Heath emphasized that the 
Parish Federations are designed to operate as
a close-knit family unit. Addressing a current 
shortage of lay preachers and Bible workers, the
department is creating a central directory to 
streamline deployment. Crucially, the Federation
will also oversee the welfare of its members.
“If Bible workers fall on hard times, we want a 
Federation that can give monetary assistance or
physical labor,” Heath noted. “Therefore, the Par-
ish Federation is basically bringing lay preachers 
into a family unit.”

Leadership Reacts to the New Appointments
The rallies, which spanned Hanover, St. Elizabeth, 
St. James, and Westmoreland, saw local lead-
ers ready to take on the challenge. Elder Ricky 
Thompson, from the Beeston Spring Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, was appointed President of the 
newly formed Westmoreland Federation.

“I am truly humbled and grateful for the confi-
dence placed in me,” Thompson said. “I see this 
not as a position, but as an opportunity to serve 
God and work alongside our lay preachers and Bi-
ble workers. My desire is to strengthen our team 
through spiritual growth, training, unity, and
active mission.”

“Let the Church Be the Church” 
Pastor Jermaine Johnson, President of the North 
Jamaica Conference, served as the Divine
Hour speaker for both the St. James and 
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WEST JAMAICA CONFERENCE ESTABLISHES
 LAY WORKERS’ PARISH FEDERATIONS

Members of the St. Elizabeth Lay Preacher and Bible Workers Federation 



Westmoreland rallies. In a powerful sermon 
entitled “Let the Church Be the Church,” he 
challenged the newly minted federations to look 
inward and prioritize personal sanctification.

“The success of the mission is not based on 
mechanics; it is based on our heart condition with 
Jesus Christ,” Pastor Johnson observed, adding 
that “the baptism of the Holy Spirit under fire is
crucial to the success of the mission.”

Acknowledging the grueling nature of soul-
winning, Johnson offered a resounding word of
encouragement to the workers facing difficult 
journeys: “Sometimes ministry gets difficult, 
sometimes it becomes discouraging, sometimes 
the labour feels unnoticed, and sometimes the 
progress is slow. But Jesus is saying the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. Your labour 
is not in vain, your witnessing is not pointless, 
your prayers are not wasted, your ministry is not 
forgotten, and your money is not useless. The 
church still has the power because Jesus Christ is 
alive and well.”

Rallies Exceed Objectives

Reflecting on the multi-parish rollout, Pastor 
Heath concluded that the regional rallies fully
achieved their targets, bringing unexpected 
blessings along with them. “We have the executive 
bodies in place; they have had their consecration 
services, they have been installed, and they are 
meeting to put the plans and the objectives of 
the Federation in place,” Heath stated. “We are 
especially happy that, although it was not planned, 
we saw at least seven people being baptized 
through the rallies that we had.”

__________________________

By Shantel Neal
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PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS | St. James 5K HEALTH WALK 2026 on June 14, 2026



Félix Villalba received a Bachelor of Theology degree from Montemorelos University on May 17, 2026, culminating seven years of study, 
perseverance, and faith. [Photo: Montemorelos University]
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When Félix Villalba received his Bachelor 
of Theology degree from Montemorelos 
University on May 17, it marked the 

culmination of a seven-year journey shaped 
by financial hardship, accessibility barriers, 
and what he and those around him describe as 
God’s providential leading.

Born prematurely in Bucaramanga, Colombia, 
Villalba lost his sight due to retinal detachment 
in both eyes. From an early age, he faced 
challenges common to many people with 
visual disabilities, but he remained convinced 
that God was calling him to ministry.

His spiritual journey took a decisive turn in 
2012 when he and his mother, María Delgado, 
were baptized at the La Joya Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Bucaramanga. Three 
years later, while attending a camp for people 
with visual disabilities, he sensed a call to 
pastoral ministry.
Although he initially dreamed of studying 
music, Villalba said he gradually realized God 
was leading him in a different direction.

A Door Opens

After graduating from high school in 2016, Villalba 
sought opportunities to study theology in Colombia. 
Financial limitations, however, appeared to place 
that goal out of reach.

A turning point came when he met Edgar Redondo, 
then president of the North Colombian Union. 
After learning of Villalba’s desire to prepare for 
ministry, Redondo encouraged him to contact 
Montemorelos University (UM), which offered a 
virtual theology program.

“After speaking with Félix and seeing not only his 
unique circumstances but also his desire, dreams, 
and determination to study and know more of 
God’s Word, I thought it would be worthwhile to 
approach Montemorelos University,” Redondo 
recalled.

According to Lorena Neria, director of UM Virtual, 
Villalba contacted the institution about seven 
years ago to ask whether a person with visual 
disabilities could complete the theology program 
using adaptive technology.

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION

Blind Theology Graduate Overcomes Barriers to 
Answer God’s Call
Colombian Adventist completes theology degree after seven years of academic, financial, and accessibility 
challenges

June 11, 2026 | Medellín, Antioquia, Colombia | Cristin Serrano and Inter-American Division News
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Church leaders join Félix Villalba during the presentation of a 
spiritual message as part of his ministry service and theologi-
cal training. [Photo: North Colombia Union]

Although faculty initially recognized the academic 
and technological challenges involved, Villalba 
began by taking a single course and eventually 
completed the entire degree program.
“He handles technology incredibly well,” Neria 
said. “Nothing discourages him. He has an 
incredible entrepreneurial and courageous spirit.”

Through ACUDE, an initiative created by UM Virtual 
to support students with disabilities, Villalba 
received assistance throughout his studies while 
gaining ministry experience in partnership with 
his local church. During graduation ceremonies, 
he was also presented with materials prepared in 
Braille in recognition of his academic achievement.

Sustained by Faith and Community

The years that followed brought both obstacles 
and unexpected support.

As he progressed through the program, financial 
resources often ran short. Yet, according to 
Villalba, church members, congregations, and 
supporters repeatedly stepped in to help cover 
tuition and other educational expenses.

Several times, he said, academic costs appeared 
impossible to meet, only to discover that someone 
had already provided the needed support.

Félix Villalba poses with his parents, who supported and 
accompanied him throughout the journey that culminated in 
earning his Bachelor of Theology degree from Montemorelos 
University. [Photo: North Colombia Union]

Throughout the journey, his mother remained one 
of his strongest sources of encouragement and 
spiritual support.

Academic demands also presented challenges. 
Adapting course materials, navigating technology, 
and meeting university requirements required 
persistence and discipline. One of the most difficult 
stages came during the completion of his final 
research project, which underwent multiple revisions 
before receiving approval.

Despite the setbacks, Villalba said he remained 
committed to the calling that inspired him to pursue 
theology.

A Story of Inclusion and Service

Church leaders say Villalba’s experience highlights 
the importance of creating educational opportunities 
for people with disabilities who feel called to ministry.

His story joins that of other Adventists with visual 
disabilities who have pursued theological education 
and Christian service, including Víctor Vergara of 
Caucasia, Colombia, who studied theology in the 
1990s and now serves as a teacher of ethics and 
religious education.

For Redondo, Villalba’s experience demonstrates 
how God continues to call individuals to ministry 
regardless of the obstacles they face.

During his theological training, Félix Villalba combined his studies 
with active service in local congregations, strengthening his min-
istry experience and commitment to the church’s mission. [Photo: 
North Colombia Union]

“He may not have physical sight, but he has a vision 
that comes from heaven,” Redondo said. “It allows 
him to see much farther than many of us.”
Redondo also said Villalba’s perseverance revealed 
qualities essential for ministry.

“The tremendous effort he made during these seven 
years shows that he has the strength and heart to be 
a valuable instrument in God’s hands,” he said.

Pastor Robinson Pelufo, who worked alongside 
Villalba in the Campohermoso district, described him 
as deeply committed to God, mission, discipleship, 
and local church ministry.

Please click to view more 

https://interamerica.org/2026/06/blind-theology-graduate-overcomes-barriers-to-answer-gods-call/
https://interamerica.org/2026/06/blind-theology-graduate-overcomes-barriers-to-answer-gods-call/
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026
June 

1 - 30 	 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Rest 

1 - 30 	 Stewardship - Emphasis on Temple 

1 - 30 	 Youth Mentorship Month

6 		  Health Festival/ Health Ministries Day 

6 		  Lay Preachers & Bible Workers’ Federation Rally - Westmoreland 

6		   Sabbath School R.E.A.C.H. - Reconnecting with Every Absent, Community or 	

		  Homebound Member

7 		  Online Deacons & Deaconesses Workshop 

7 		  5k Health Walk - St. Elizabeth 

7 		  Communion with God - Hour of Prayer 

8 		  Launch of EYES Mentee Behaviour Mastery Pilot Programme - Camp I Am 

8 - 13		 Women’s Empowerment Week 

9 		  Executive Committee Meeting 

13 		  Women’s Ministries Emphasis Day/ Women’s Convention

13 		  Youth Mentorship Day & Pinning Ceremony

14 		  5K Health Walk - St. James 

20 		  UNASSIGNED WJC Calendar of Mission 2026

21 		  5k Health Walk - Westmoreland

25		   Graduation - Savanna-la-Mar Preparatory School

27 		  World Public Campus Ministries Day

27 		  Adventist-laymen’s Services & Industries (ASI) Emphasis Day 

28 		  5K Health Walk - Hanover 

28 		  Graduation - Savanna-la-Mar High School

30 		  Pastor’s Quarterly General Meeting 

30 		  Graduation - Darliston Preparatory School 

30 		  Graduation - Wellesley Gunter Preparatory School
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JULY-AUG
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JULY
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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LOCAL EVENT
JUNE 
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
JUNE 



 WEST WEEKLY 21

LOCAL EVENT
JUNE
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LOCAL EVENT
JUNE
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE
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LOCAL EVENTS 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE



 WEST WEEKLY28

LOCAL EVENTS 
JULY
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IN CASE YOU MISSED 
IT...
JUNE

Women’s & Gems Convention 2026 || OWE || Morning 
Session || Sabbath, June 13, 2026

Rest, Reflection & Restoration || Friday Evening Vesper 
Service || June  12, 2026

Bible Study Hour ||  2nd Quarter ||  Lesson 11 ||
June 13 2026

REBROADCAST || Online Worship Experience || June 10, 2026

Please click to view video content. 

https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://youtube.com/live/ksQgXtikT-I
https://youtube.com/live/Z5P_-_rfbx4
https://youtu.be/AZoW7JOf-lU
https://youtu.be/1wCNUkyE448
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/0w5qSf1ArVA
https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMON27UxAmQ&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMON27UxAmQ&t=2s
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FATHERS, STAND UP! THE URGENT 
NEED FOR GODLY LEADERS IN THE 
HOME

Pastor Norman Thompson — 
Family & Men Ministries Director, 
West Jamaica Conference

Happy Father’s Day to all fathers who are actively 
fulfilling their fatherly roles.

It is an unfortunate reality that some men have wives 
and children, yet they are not good fathers; they 
function merely as sperm donors. Indeed, one of the 
greatest crises in society today is the desperate need 
for good fathers.

Who, then, is a good father? A good father is one 
who protects, provides for, defends, and sustains 
his family while setting a positive example for his 
household. 1 Timothy 5:8 reminds us that a man 
who does not provide for his family is worse than 
an infidel. Therefore, fathers, I encourage you to 
faithfully continue carrying out your divine role. I 
am deeply grateful for all the good fathers out there, 
especially those leading out in the church.

Abraham was an exemplary father; he commanded 
his household in the fear and admonition of the Lord. 
Similarly, fathers are challenged in Ephesians 6:4 not 
to provoke their children to wrath, but to bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Again, I say to you: fathers, stand up! Live up to the 

sacred role you have been given. Be the kind of 
fathers to whom your wives and children can 
look up to for a righteous example. Continue 
to be stellar mentors to your children and to 
everyone you encounter.

May God bless you, fathers, and may God 
continue to empower you to be the godly 
leaders your homes need.
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