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OVER 20 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE: CECILE 
SHIPPEY-DODD HONORED AT ANNUAL WEST 
JAMAICA CONFERENCE MASTER GUIDE RALLY
GLENDEVON, ST. JAMES — A powerful milestone of dedicated leadership took 
center stage on June 20, 2026, as Master Guides from across the constituency 
gathered at the Glendevon Seventh-day Adventist Church for their annual 
Master Guide Rally. Held under the theme, “Master Guides: United in Faith, 
Connected in Service,” the day’s crowning highlight was a special recognition 
presentation dedicated to Area Coordinator Cecile Shippey-Dodd, honoring her 
more than 20 years of outstanding, consistent service as an Area Coordinator 
for the Master Guide Association in the West Jamaica Conference.
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WOMEN’S AND GEMS’ CONVENTION: IGNITING
 A MISSION-DRIVEN FUTURE IN WEST JAMAICA

A cross-section of the more than 600 women and young ladies gathers in a spirit of worship and sisterhood at the Seventh-day Adventist 
Conference Centre in Montego Bay for the annual West Jamaica Conference Women’s and GEMS’ Convention on June 13, 2026.

More than 600 women and young ladies gathered 
at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference 
Centre on June 13, 2026, for the annual West 

Jamaica Conference Women’s and GEMS’ Convention, 
a day dedicated to spiritual renewal, empowerment, 
and cross-generational mentorship under the theme, 
“Mission Driven:Rooted in the Word.”

A centerpiece of the convention was the official launch 
of an expanded Women’s Mentorship Programme, 
tailored to meet the needs of women across different 
stages of life.

“The programme is divided into three distinct 
groups: Phoebe for ages 18 to 35, Abigail for ages 36 
to 49, and Lydia for those ages 50 and over,” stated 
Elder Carol Smythe-James, Women and Children’s 
Ministries Director for the West Jamaica Conference. 
“Many women face unique personal and spiritual 
challenges and often need encouragement and a 
trusted support system. This initiative will provide a 
safe space for women to connect, share, and
grow together through intentional mentorship and 
fellowship.”

Alongside this milestone launch, Elder Smythe-
James announced strategic updates to the Girls 
of Eloquence, Morals, and Standards (GEMS) 
programme, narrowing its focus from its original 
2014 bracket to ages 10 to 17 to provide more 
targeted, critical support for younger girls.

Building directly upon this foundation of 
mentorship and structural support, the spiritual
centerpiece of the convention featured guest 
speaker Elder Claudette Baker-Archer Bailey.

Delivering a powerful message under the theme 
“Give Me Back My Church,” Elder Bailey’s
dynamic address called the congregation to action. 
She challenged the women and GEMS to boldly 
reclaim their spiritual influence, strengthen their 
personal faith, and actively work toward restoring 
a culture of unity, holiness, and divine purpose 
within the wider church community.

This sentiment was strongly echoed by attendee 
Sis. Janette Brydson, who praised the impact of 
the message. “Her delivery was both doctrinally 
sound and deeply inspiring, providing clear 
spiritual direction that perfectly challenged the 
congregation to remain steadfast in scriptural 
truths,” Brydson noted. “The message resonated 
deeply with me and reinforced the core mission of 
the church.”

The afternoon session of the programme took an 
emotional, deeply moving turn when mentorship 
participant Danielle Clarke shared her personal 
testimony about the devastating impact of 
Hurricane Melissa on her home. Clarke recounted 
the severe loss and uncertainty following the storm 
but profoundly inspired the audience by declaring 

WEEKLY NEWS
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Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.

WEEKLY NEWS

her determination to press forward through faith 
rather than allowing the destruction to define her 
future.

The day’s proceedings were further enriched by 
spirited singing and an exceptional musical ministry 
delivered by the Mass Choir. The event concluded on 
a high note, drawing widespread praise from those 
in attendance who felt the afternoon’s programme 
truly resonated with them.

Sis. Lurline Jones-Craig stated, “I am so thoroughly 
impressed with the testimonies we heard today, 
and I want to encourage all the women to keep it up. 
I really enjoyed everything about today’s program. 
Keep up the amazing work, sisters, and continue to 
let God use you to touch lives.”

Ultimately, the convention achieved more than 
just a successful day of praise and thanksgiving; it 
ignited a renewed spirit of sisterhood and solidarity 
across the conference.

As a result, the women and girls left feeling fully 
equipped, mission-driven, and deeply rooted in the 
Word of God—ready to return to their local churches 
and communities as powerful catalysts for positive 
change.

_______________________

By Karissa Shaw
West Jamaica Conference



GLENDEVON, ST. JAMES — A powerful milestone 
of dedicated leadership took center stage on 
June 20, 2026, as Master Guides from across 

the constituency gathered at the Glendevon Seventh-
day Adventist Church for their annual Master Guide 
Rally. Held under the theme, “Master Guides: United 
in Faith, Connected in Service,” the day’s crowning 
highlight was a special recognition presentation 
dedicated to Area Coordinator Cecile Shippey-Dodd, 
honoring her more than 20 years of outstanding, 
consistent service as an Area Coordinator for the 
Master Guide Association in the West Jamaica 
Conference.

Shippey-Dodd was warmly commended by 
leadership and peers alike for providing steady
leadership, wisdom, grace, and oversight to 
generations of Master Guides.

Jevon Smith, President of the Master Guide 
Association for St. James, spoke highly of her
enduring impact: “Her presence has brought 
stability and clarity, ensuring that the ministry
continues to grow with purpose and direction. 
Through changing and evolving leadership, she
has remained constant. Her thoughtful counsel, 
insightful questions, and steady support have
helped to shape and strengthen the Master Guide 
Association’s programs and initiatives in the

conference.”

A Call to Purpose-Driven Character

The high-spirited event saw strong support from 
local Master Guides, Area Coordinators, and
officials from both the local conference and the 
Jamaica Union. The keynote speaker for this
year’s event was Pastor Dwayne Scott, Youth 
Director of the Jamaica Union Conference Bearing 
physical gifts for those in attendance, his message 
entitled “Born For This, Called, Set
Apart and Sent” and based on Jeremiah 1:5-10—
resonated deeply with the congregation.

During his address, Pastor Scott emphasized the 
foundational role of youth in the history of the
movement: 

“Young people and youth leaders play a significant 
role in God’s work. When Jesus was calling 
disciples to work with him to advance his mission, 
we notice that the Bible tells us that Jesus called 
young people to follow him. Many early pioneers 
were in their teens and twenties when they 
embraced the Adventist message. Their youthful 
energy, passion, and dedication were crucial in 
spreading the church’s teachings. There would be 
no Seventh-day Adventist Church were it not for 
the youth of the church and youth ministries.”
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OVER 20 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE: CECILE 
SHIPPEY-DODD HONORED AT ANNUAL WEST 
JAMAICA CONFERENCE MASTER GUIDE RALLY

Area Coordinator Shippey-Dodd receives award from Pastor Allan Green, Youth Director of the West Jamaica Conference for her outstand-
ing years of service as an Area Coordinator for the Master Guide Association in the West Jamaica Conference.



Underscoring three lessons from God’s call to 
Jeremiah, Pastor Scott reminded the Master
Guides that, first, God has a purpose for their 
lives and that their fundamental role is to serve 
the youth. Second, he noted that excuses will 
not do because God wants to use them for His 
glory. Finally, he exhorted them not to be afraid, 
reassuring them that when challenges arise as
they give their best to the Master, God is always 
with them.

Pastor Kristoff Hyman, Associate Youth Director 
of the West Jamaica Conference, noted that the 
keynote message was incredibly well received. 
“Pastor Scott focused heavily on the youth
and the Master Guides, challenging them not to 
just sit down, but to find something to do even
when they are not asked,” Pastor Hyman shared.
He added that the report from the secretary 
regarding the current status of the association 
was particularly noteworthy: “The report from 
the secretary of the Master Guide Association 
recorded that there are more than 500 invested 
Master Guides across the conference. We hope, 
as the Youth Ministries Department, to grow that 
number as much as possible.”

Growth and Community Impact

The spiritual focus shifted to direct community 
action in the afternoon with an outreach impact in
the Rosemount community through vibrant 
singing and sharing of the word. Pastor Allan 
Green, Youth Ministry Director of the West 
Jamaica Conference, served as the main 
speaker. He delivered a unique presentation 
titled “Heaven’s World Cup,”  which drew vibrant 
parallels between the 2026 World Cup and the 
ultimate gathering in heaven.

Grounded in the theme text of John 3:16, the 
presentation called on community members and
local families to look to Jesus as their Saviour and 
intentionally build up their family altars. Pastor
Green delivered a powerful message regarding 
Jesus’  soon return, describing it as a heavenly
World Cup uniting all nations, kindreds, tongues, 
and peoples.

The message was warmly received by the 
Rosemount community. At the conclusion of the
appeal, several community members came 
forward for prayer, expressing high praise for the
church’s active presence and willingness to share 
the Word of God.

The Youth Ministries Department and the Master 
Guide Association of the West Jamaica Conference 
extend their deepest gratitude to Area Coordinator 
Cecile Shippey-Dodd for her decades of service, 
and to all the leaders, speakers, and members 
who supported this impactful

day of fellowship and ministry.
By Shantel Neal

WEST WEEKLY 
NEWSLETTER 

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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Westmoreland Health Walk 2026 on June 21.: [photo: Michael Fletcher]



Pastor Abner De los Santos, president of the Inter-American Division, introduces the Every Church, One Church  flagship initiative during an 
online launch on June 23, 2026. More than 450 union and local field administrators from across the Inter-American Division participated in the 
event, which outlined the church’s five-year strategy to strengthen congregations and establish new churches. [Photo: Libna Stevens/IAD]
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The future growth of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in the Inter-American 
Division (IAD) will depend not on a 

handful of leaders, but on thousands of church 
members embracing their role in God’s mission, 
said Pastor Abner De los Santos, president of 
the IAD, as he launched the division’s Every 
Church, One Church initiative before more 
than 450 union and conference administrators 
gathered online on June 23.

“The challenge before us as pastors and church 
leaders is to mobilize the majority of the church 
to become involved in the mission,” De los 
Santos said. “The church cannot focus only on 
preservation; it must focus on multiplication.”

Pastor Abner De los Santos calls church leaders across Inter-
America to strengthen healthy congregations and multiply mission 
through the Every Church, One Church initiative.[Photo: Libna 
Stevens/IAD]

The five-year flagship initiative seeks to 
strengthen local congregations while equipping 
them to establish new congregations and engage 
more members in disciple-making throughout the 
territory.

“The objective is not simply to increase statistical 
numbers,” De los Santos said. “The objective is for 

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION

‘Every Church, One Church’ Initiative Calls Adventists 
Across Inter-America to Multiply Mission
Five-year flagship initiative challenges every healthy congregation to plant another church by 2030.

June 25, 2026 | Miami, Florida, United States | Libna Stevens, Inter-American Division News
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every congregation to become spiritually healthy 
enough to give birth to another congregation.”

Building on Two Decades of Growth

Supporting the initiative with historical data, 
Executive Secretary Pierre Caporal reported that 
the IAD organized 2,009 new churches during 
the past five years—nearly half of the 4,241 
churches established since 2008. The growth, 
he said, reflects an unprecedented emphasis on 
congregational expansion across the territory.

Caporal highlighted the Chiapas Mexican Union 
and the Inter-Oceanic Mexican Union as leading 
models of church multiplication, accounting for 
more than 40 percent of all new churches organized 
during the past quinquennium. He also identified 
Puerto Rico, parts of the Caribbean, and major 
urban centers as regions where renewed church 
planting efforts will be especially important.

Pastor Pierre Caporal, executive secretary of the IAD, presents 
historical church growth data during the launch of the Every 
Church, One Church initiative, highlighting the organization of 
more than 2,000 new churches across the territory during the past 
five years. [Photo: Libna Stevens/IAD]

“The reality we are facing requires intervention,” 
Caporal said, outlining strategies to strengthen 
church planting in underserved and high-density 
communities.

Reinforcing the administration’s commitment to 
the initiative, IAD Treasurer Ivelisse Herrera said 
church planting must be viewed as one of the 
division’s most strategic investments.

“The mission does not advance on its own,” 
Herrera said. “It advances because of intentional 
and well-planned decisions. Every resource 
invested in planting a church is not an expense; it 
is an investment in God’s kingdom.”

Herrera said each new congregation creates 
opportunities for evangelism and discipleship 
while strengthening the church’s long-term 
sustainability. She announced that the division 
treasury is already developing funding criteria 
to support the initiative and urged union and 
conference treasurers to include church planting 

in their long-term financial planning.

Ivelisse Herrera, treasurer of the IAD explains why church planting 
should be viewed as a strategic investment in God’s kingdom and 
outlines the division’s commitment to supporting the Every Church, 
One Church initiative through long-term financial planning. [Photo: 
Libna Stevens/IAD]

“This is a serious initiative that will require resources, 
not only during its initial phase, but well beyond this 
quinquennium,” Herrera said. “We are committed 
to assigning the resources needed to make Every 
Church, One Church a reality across Inter-America.”
A Biblical Call to Multiply

Providing the biblical foundation for the initiative, 
Adventist Mission Director Samuel Telemaque 
reminded leaders that church planting is not merely 
a strategy but part of God’s original design for His 
church.

Telemaque said the initiative rests on two biblical 
principles: multiplication and spiritual maturity. 
Healthy congregations, he explained, naturally 
reproduce by making disciples and establishing new 
churches.

“Every Church, One Church presupposes that every 
congregation comes to full maturity,” he said. “When 
a church comes to full maturity in Christ, she will 
naturally want to reproduce.”

Please click to view more 

https://interamerica.org/2026/06/every-church-one-church-initiative-calls-adventists-across-inter-america-to-multiply-mission/
https://interamerica.org/2026/06/every-church-one-church-initiative-calls-adventists-across-inter-america-to-multiply-mission/
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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MINDING THE STORM: 
COPING WITH HURRICANE ANXIETY

By Kyle Schloss-
Clinical Psychologist

Physical preparation is paramount during 
hurricane season. Securing yourself and your 
property is usually the main focus, and rightly 

so. However, based on our recent experience with 
Hurricane Melissa, we now realize that preparing 
mentally and emotionally is of equal importance for 
how we move forward.

Here are some quick tips to help build your 
psychological toolbox for this hurricane season:

Anticipation: Use your previous experience to 
anticipate what may be ahead. This helps to condition 
your mind and emotions, keeping you from becoming 
passive, trapped in denial, or distracted. Staying 
mentally active prevents you from being left in shock 
and traumatized in the aftermath of a powerful storm, 
as we saw with Melissa.

Grounding: Whenever you feel overwhelmed, 
practice grounding and relaxation exercises to help 
shift your thoughts away from dread and fear, and to 
regulate emotional overwhelm. Two great techniques 
to try are the 5-4-3-2-1 grounding method and box 
breathing.

•	 ●The 5-4-3-2-1 Exercise: This technique involves 
all of your senses. In a moment when you are 
feeling anxious, stop, take some deep breaths, 
and look around you. Identify five things you can 

see, four things you can physically feel, 
three things you can hear, two things you 
can smell, and one thing you can taste. 
Moving slowly through this listgrounds 
you in the present moment and shifts your 
mind away from the fear.

•	 Box Breathing: To do this, sit upright or 
stand. Inhale deeply through your nose for 
two to three seconds (depending on your 
lung capacity). Hold that breath for the 
exact same length of time, and then exhale 
slowly for that same count. Repeat this 
cycle until you feel your heart rate slow 
down and a sense of calm return.

Social Support: It is always better to be 
among people rather than by yourself during 
a hurricane. Knowing that you have others 
around you while the storm is raging helps 
you feel supported, insolated, and less afraid.

Organize Activities: Because you are likely to 
be without electricity during and after a storm,
organize fun activities that don’t require power.  
As Jamaicans, we love dominoes, cards, 
puzzles, and reading books. Planning these 
activities ahead of time helps pass the hours 
in a lighthearted way and keeps your spirits 
high during a time of potential destruction.
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Worship: Pray and praise through it. Just like a 
hurricane has a calm eye at its center despite
the chaos swirling around it, keeping God at the 
center of your life brings stability. Through the
storm, He will grant you a peace that passes all 
understanding.

True hurricane preparedness means securing both 
your home and your peace of mind. By anticipating 
your emotional reactions, practicing grounding 
techniques, leaning on community support, and 
keeping faith at the center, you can weather any storm 
with resilience. This season, don’t just pack your 
physical supplies—make sure your psychological 
toolbox is fully stocked too.



 WEST WEEKLY12

CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026
July 1 - 31 

July 1 - 31 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Air 
1 - 31 Stewardship - Emphasis on Mind 
1 - 31 NextGen Evangelism - Youth in Mission Evangelism
1 - 31 Vacation Bible School 
1 Graduation - Bull Savannah Preparatory School
2 Graduation - Harrison Memorial Preparatory School 
4 Personal Ministries Day/ Quarterly Day of Prayer 
5 Communion with God - Hour of Prayer 
5 Graduation - Harrison Memorial High School 
6 Graduation - March Town Preparatory School 
7 Online Child Preachers’ Training 
11 Youth Sabbath
11 Church Clerk 2nd Sabbath Attendance Count 
12 - 13 West Jamaica Conference 7th Quadrennial Session 
18 UNASSIGNED 
21 - 28 WESCONYOUCA - Junior 
28 - Aug. 4 WESCONYOUCA - Senior 
25 Children’s Sabbath 
25 Youth in Mission Baptism Day 
27 - 31 Segment Leadership Development (SeLD) Conference - Panama
31 Deadline for Submission of Pastoral Evaluation Forms: Jan. - June 
2026
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CONFERENCE  EVENTS  
JUNE 
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JAMU EVENT
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JUNE
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JULY-AUG
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
JULY
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
JUNE
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JUNE 
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LOCAL EVENTS 
JULY
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IN CASE YOU MISSED 
IT...
June 

Online Worship Experience || Morning Session || Sabbath, 
June 20, 2026

Rest, Reflection & Restoration || Friday Evening Vesper 
Service || June  26, 2026

Bible Study Hour ||  2nd Quarter ||  Lesson 13  ||
June 13 2026

REBROADCAST || Online Worship Experience || June 10, 2026

Please click to view video content. 

https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zMUPV74OyzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UArI0X4qoI
https://youtu.be/1wCNUkyE448
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/0w5qSf1ArVA
https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://www.youtube.com/live/pqCWChaeN6g?si=D7XndZP8QnnFW0ew
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