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The West Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists inaugurated its newly elected leaders 
on Sabbath, August 29, 2026, at the Seventh-day 
Adventist Conference Centre in Mount Salem, 
Montego Bay. Photo: Cleveland Furze. Pg7

FROM NOTES TO MINISTRY: FLANKER SDA CHURCH 
LAUNCHES INAUGURAL YOUTH MUSIC CAMP
MONTEGO BAY, ST. JAMES — THE WEST JAMAICA CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTISTS INAUGURATED ITS NEWLY ELECTED LEADERS ON 
SABBATH, AUGUST 29, 2026, AT THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CONFERENCE 
CENTRE IN MOUNT SALEM, MONTEGO BAY, FOLLOWING THE ELECTION OF 
CONFERENCE OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTAL DIRECTORS DURING ITS 
SEVENTH QUADRENNIAL SESSION IN JULY OF THIS YEAR.
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Greetings, members of the West Jamaica 
Conference!

It is a joy and privilege to once again remind you of 
the integral role that the West Weekly Newsletter 
plays in our ministry. I want to challenge and 

encourage you to keep your focus on this vital channel 
of communication, as it is through this medium that 
we will share many of the key activities and updates 
across our conference.

I also encourage you to keep the mission at the 
forefront of all you do. We know the Lord is coming 
soon, and we are called by God to declare this 
Everlasting Gospel to the world. May the Lord bless 
and keep you as we together pursue His mission.

Pastor Vincent Rose
President, West Jamaica Conference
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FROM NOTES TO MINISTRY: FLANKER SDA CHURCH 
LAUNCHES INAUGURAL YOUTH MUSIC CAMP

Voice instructor Moyer-Lee Gordon leads young participants through vocal exercises during a group training session at 
music camp. :: Photo credit: Contributed

FLANKERs, ST. JAMES— The Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, Flankers, recently concluded 
its inaugural summer music camp, transforming 

two weeks of summer vacation into an impactful 
journey of musical discovery, personal retention, 
and youth ministry. Held from July 27 to August 7 
under the theme “From Notes to Ministry” (inspired 
by Psalm 150), the camp set out to demonstrate that 
music is far more than a skill—it is a God-given gift 
meant to be developed in service to others.

 

What began as a leap of faith quickly grew beyond 
expectations. Organized without an initial fixed 
budget, the camp relied heavily on faith and grassroots 
community engagement. Though registration 
initially capped at 15 participants, word of mouth 
quickly spread—drawing campers from as far as the 
neighboring parish of Hanover. By the end of the first 
week, enrollment surged to 27 children. Following final 
skill assessments, 19 dedicated campers successfully 
met the advancement criteria to graduate..

Campers pay close attention to instructor Oshea Daniel during a 
hands-on keyboard session at the SDA Church, Flankers, inaugural 
summer music camp. :: Photo credit: Contributed

 

Beyond Music: A Mission of Retention

For organizer Shackelia Campbell-Robinson, 
the vision for the camp was sparked by a desire 
to address church retention and reconnect 
with a former church member. Despite not 
being musically inclined herself, she felt called 
to move from identifying challenges within 
youth retention to creating a direct solution.

WEEKLY NEWS
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“You are always talking about the problem, but 
never coming up with a solution,” Robinson recalled, 
reflecting on her motivation. “This is our solution... 
creating a space where children look forward to 
something. As the Bible says, if you train them, even 
if they leave, the word of God will never leave them.”

Robinson added, “Growing up in the church, so 
many people poured into us, and now that we 
are in a position to pour into others, we have to.”

A central win of the initiative was re-engaging 
a former church member to serve as an 
instructor, helping him rediscover his passion 
for mentorship and ministry through music.

“All along I was gifted, but this camp allowed me to 
realize how much I have to give back,” he expressed.

Alt Text

Voice instructor Moyer-Lee Gordon leads young participants through 
vocal exercises during a group training session at music camp. :: 
Photo credit: Contributed

Building Foundations and Unearthing Talent

Throughout the program, campers received 
instruction in foundational theory, vocal harmony, 
piano, and drums. Beyond technical proficiency, 
the curriculum prioritized nurturing confidence, 
discipline, teamwork, and spiritual purpose.

Instructors witnessed remarkable transformations 
in a short period. Drum instructor Fitzroy Robinson 
highlighted the mutual growth experienced by both 
teachers and students during the daily sessions.

“My experience at the camp was very enjoyable and 
rewarding,” Fitzroy Robinson shared. “As a teacher, I 
learned the importance of patience, encouragement, 
discipline, and creating a fun learning environment. 
I am grateful for the opportunity to contribute to the 
children’s growth.”

Alt Text
A young camper practices on an electronic drum kit during practical 
instruction at the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Flankers, inaugural 
summer music camp. :: Photo credit: Contributed

Teaching young students to use their voices proved 
to be both a challenge and a learning experience for 
voice instructor Moyer-Lee Gordon. By meeting each 
child at their individual skill level, Gordon guided 
the students to recognize their unique strengths. 
For some, the journey uncovered a knack for music, 
while for others, it revealed a confidence in spoken 
delivery.

The impact was felt directly by the campers. “The 
music camp was good. I learned proper breathing 
techniques, important dos and don’ts for singing, 
and how to hit high notes,” shared Dalia, one of the 
participating campers. “I love to sing; I just came to 
the camp to enhance my talent.”

The camp culminated in a graduation ceremony 
where participants demonstrated their newfound 
abilities—playing full songs on the piano and drum 
kit, and performing synchronized vocal harmonies.

Looking Ahead

Weeks after the final notes were played, enthusiasm 
remained high among participants and parents alike, 
with many already inquiring about the next session.

 “Building on this debut success, our plan is to make 
the music camp an annual program,” said Robinson. 
“In the coming year, we want to expand the variety of 
instruments we offer and create a clear pathway for 
both our returning campers and newcomers to keep 
building on their foundational skills.”
__________________________________ 
West Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists | Shantel Neal
 



MONTEGO BAY, ST. JAMES — The West Jamaica 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 
strengthened its mission workforce with the 

training of Bible workers, lay preachers and child 
preachers during the Annual Lay Workers’ and 
Child Preachers’ Training Institute, held August 19-
22, 2026, at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference 
Centre in Mount Salem.

Organized through the Personal Ministries and 
Children’s Ministries departments, the four-day 
institute brought together participants for focused 
instruction and practical preparation for ministry 
across the Conference territory.

Personal Ministries Director Pastor Kimoy Allen (centre) joins Lay 
Preachers and Bible Workers following their participation in the 2026 
Annual Lay Workers’ Training Institute, held August 19–22, 2026, at 
the Seventh-day Adventist Conference Centre. :: Photo credit: Wayne 
Clarke

 

This year’s Lay Workers’ Training recorded its largest 
participation in a decade, with 73 Bible workers and 
62 lay preachers and 182 child preachers receiving 
training in their respective areas of ministry.

Pastor Kimoy Allen, Personal Ministries Director of 
the West Jamaica Conference, described the turnout 
as an encouraging indication of members’ readiness 
to become actively involved in mission.

“I am grateful and encouraged by the turnout of 
the lay workers. It’s the largest contingent over the 
past 10 years. It’s a signal that the men and women 
are charged up for mission. I want to thank the 
Administration, presenters, pastors, and churches for 
their support.”

Young participants also marked a significant 
achievement through the Child Preachers’ Training 
programme, coordinated by the Children’s Ministries 
Department.

According to Mrs. Carol Smythe-James, Children’s 
Ministries Director of the West Jamaica Conference, 
102 children completed Level 1 of the programme, 
while another 80 successfully completed Level 2 and 
graduated.
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RECORD TURNOUT MARKS 2026 LAY WORKERS’ 
AND CHILD PREACHERS’ TRAINING INSTITUTE

Personal Ministries Director Pastor Kimoy Allen (centre) joins Lay Preachers and Bible Workers following their participation in the 2026 
Annual Lay Workers’ Training Institute, held August 19–22, 2026, at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference Centre. :: Photo credit: Wayne 
Clarke



Level 2 Child Preachers display their certificates alongside Children’s 
Ministries Director Mrs. Carol Smythe-James (third from left) following 
their graduation from the 2026 Child Preachers’ Training Institute. :: 
Photo credit: Contributed

“The Lay Workers’ and Child Preachers’ Training was 
a tremendous success,” Smythe-James said. “We 
celebrate the 80 child preachers who successfully 
completed Level 2 and graduated, and we eagerly 
anticipate the progress of the 102 children who have 
completed Level 1.”

 
She described the opportunity to train and mentor the 
children for service as a source of joy and thanked 
those whose efforts contributed to its success.
 

“I am deeply grateful to the team that assisted in 
supervising and training the child preachers. Their 
dedication and support were invaluable. It was also a 
great privilege and delight to collaborate with Pastor 
Kimoy Allen in this important endeavour. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed to making this initiative a 
success”

Dr. Lorraine Vernal who serves as the Women’s 
and Children’s Ministries Director of Jamaica Union 
Conference also supported the initiative through a 
financial contribution that helped provide gifts for all 
the children. 

West Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists | 
Shadeka Haye-Campbell
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WEST WEEKLY 
NEWSLETTER 

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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Please click to view more 

PThe West Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Community Services Department impacted 
the Freeport Police Station and Cornwall Regional Hospital in Mount Salem, Montego Bay. (Photo: 
Contributed)

https://adobe.ly/4bmbok8


Cristel Romero, content marketing strategist and audiovisual producer with the Inter-Oceanic Mexican Union, presents a seven-stage 
framework for moving digital audiences from initial contact toward discipleship and multiplication during the Adventist Creator Summit in 
Maryland, United States, on July 23, 2026. [Photo: George Nelson/ANN]
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For content creators accustomed to 
measuring their impact through views, 
followers, likes, and engagement, Cristel 

Romero, a content marketing strategist and 
audiovisual producer of the Inter-Oceanic 
Mexican Union, offered a different measure of 
success, that is the person behind the number.

Speaking to nearly 200 content creators and 
influencers during the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church’s Creator Summit in Silver Spring, 
Maryland on July 23, Romero challenged par-
ticipants to rethink how they use social media 
for mission, beginning with the trust audienc-
es place in them and the needs of the people 
they hope to reach.

Cristel Romero, content marketing strategist and audiovisual pro-
ducer with the Inter-Oceanic Mexican Union, presents a seven-stage 
framework for moving digital audiences from initial contact toward 
discipleship and multiplication during the Adventist Creator Sum-
mit in Maryland, United States, on July 23, 2026. [Photo: George 
Nelson/ANN]

“Every day, you get a total stranger to let you in—
into their home, into their screen, into their 2 a.m. 
can’t-sleep scroll,” Romero told participants. “They 
trust you. And now, trust is the scarcest resource 
on the planet. We need to do something with that 
trust.”
That trust, she suggested, gives Christian creators 
an opportunity that extends far beyond producing 

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION

Content Creators Must Put People Before Metrics
Cristel Romero of Mexico urges creators to turn the trust they build online into meaningful relationships that 
meet needs and lead people toward Jesus.

July 30, 2026 | Maryland, United States | Libna Stevens, Inter-American Division News
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successful content. It can provide an opening to 
understand people, serve their needs, build rela-
tionships, and ultimately introduce them to Jesus.

Rethinking Success Online

Romero, whose work includes marketing and 
ministry, told participants that effective outreach 
begins by shifting attention away from what an 
organization or creator wants to promote and to-
ward the people they are trying to serve.

She contrasted that approach with a num-
bers-driven mentality focused primarily on gain-
ing more followers, views, reach, or other meas-
urable results.

“You can make Christian content with a sales-
man’s mindset,” Romero warned. “You can use 
Jesus as your product, and you can use souls as 
your market. And I don’t want that.”

Instead, she encouraged creators to begin with 
their audience—their needs, fears, struggles, and 
barriers—and ask a fundamentally different ques-
tion.

“What is this person going through?” Romero said. 
“And how can I serve them so well that they can 
trust me enough to let me talk about eternity?”

Cristel Romero challenges content creators to look beyond follow-
ers and views by understanding the needs, motivations, and barri-
ers of the people they reach through social media. [Photo: George 
Nelson/ANN]

For Romero, that approach reflects the way Jesus 
reached people. Drawing on the familiar Adventist 
concept of Christ’s method of ministry, she point-
ed to a progression in which Jesus mingled with 
people, showed sympathy, ministered to their 
needs, gained their confidence, and then invited 
them to follow Him.
The order matters, she said.

“He showed His sympathy. He ministered to their 
needs. He won their confidence. And only then He 
said, ‘Follow me.’ Only then,” Romero emphasized. 
“This is a method. This is a sequence. It is a delib-
erate order.”

Moving Beyond Viral Content

Romero gave creators a seven-stage framework 
for turning digital contact into discipleship, con-
necting principles of content marketing with 
Christ’s method of reaching people. The process 
begins with mingling, showing sympathy, meet-
ing needs, and winning confidence before moving 
toward an invitation to follow Christ and, ulti-
mately, discipleship and multiplication.

For Romero, the framework challenges creators 
to see viral content as an entry point rather than 
the goal. A video may introduce someone to a 
creator or ministry, she said, but meaningful dig-
ital mission requires intentionally helping people 
move from initial awareness toward trust, rela-
tionship, and spiritual growth.

“Your viral videos are super good,” Romero said, 
referring to the first stage of the process. “We 
need to reach all people in all these stages.”

The progression also requires creators to move 
beyond simply producing content to becoming 
personally invested in the people they reach.

Lilibeth Hernández, a content creator from Monterrey, Mexico, 
snaps a photo during Cristel Romero’s presentation at the recent 
Creator Summit. [Photo: George Nelson/ANN]

“Caring for people costs,” Romero said. “Caring 
for people costs your time. Caring for people 
costs your money. Caring for people costs your 
energy.”
That investment, she said, reflects Christ’s own 
willingness to enter humanity’s pain and give 

Please click to view more 

https://interamerica.org/2026/09/content-creators-must-put-people-before-metrics/
https://interamerica.org/2026/09/content-creators-must-put-people-before-metrics/


 WEST WEEKLY10

DID YOU
KNOW?

THE GOLDEN RULE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
BY  PASTOR ADRIAN COTTERELL, STEWARDSHIP, POSSIBILITIES MINISTRIES, CROSS- CULTURAL 
MISSION & COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR, JAMAICA UNION CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST 

 SPIRITUAL INSIGHT

Did you know that long before modern legal constitutions guaranteed 
human rights, the ancient prophet Micah outlined the ultimate 
framework for social equity, legal fairness, and moral integrity? In 
his sermon, The Golden Rule of the Old Testament  delivered at the 
Judiciary of Jamaica Assize Service to mark the commencement of 
the legal year, Pastor Adrian Cotterell highlighted how true societal 
transformation cannot be achieved through laws alone, but requires 
a collective commitment to the Old Testament’s golden rule found in 
Micah 6:8: to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. Drawing 
historical parallels from Paul Bogle’s march for justice during the 1865 
Morant Bay Rebellion to modern struggles against class segregation 
and crime, Pastor Cotterell emphasized that ignoring the plight of 
the poor and vulnerable undermines the safety, security, and moral 
fabric of the entire nation.

The main focus of Pastor Cotterell’s address is a passionate call for 
the legal fraternity, the church, government bodies, and citizens to 
actively unite in “Embracing Justice, Restoring Righteousness and 
Hope.” He explained that true justice demands both legal fairness and 
character-driven integrity—protecting the marginalized, correcting 
systemic wrongs, and rejecting corrupt practices rather than relying 
on gated communities or superficial fixes. Furthermore, he paired 
justice with “Jesus-kind” mercy that forgives and restores, contrasting 
a vengeful digital culture with God’s clean slate, and concluded that 
walking humbly with God means serving every individual as if serving 
Christ Himself. Ultimately, the sermon serves as a clarion call for a 
modern-day “Micah for Jamaica” to speak truth to power and ensure 
that constitutional rights are actively lived out through daily service 
and righteousness.

To watch the full sermon, “The Golden Rule of the Old Testament by Pastor Adrian 
Cotterell click the link below.

Please click to view more 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkjxsNpmSWg&t=21s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkjxsNpmSWg&t=21s
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026
SEPTEMBER

1 - 30 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Integrity
1 - 30 Stewardship - Emphasis on Mission
1 - 30 Families in Mission Evangelism
5 Personal Ministries Day/ Family Togetherness Day of Prayer
5 Sabbath School R.E.A.C.H. - Reconnecting with Every Absent, 
Community or Homebound Member 
6 Communion with God - Hour of Prayer
6 Online LEAD and Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - St. James 
7 Launch of EYES Mentorship Clubs in SDA-Operated Schools 
8 Executive Committee Meeting
12 UNASSIGNED
13 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - St. Elizabeth
19 World Pathfinder Day
20 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - Westmoreland 
20 Mentor Care & Supervision Session
20 - 26 Health & Evangelism Prayer Week - mental & spiritual health
23 - 26 Health Promoters Training
26 Sabbath School Guest Day - Divisions 
26 Ingathering Launch - Parish
26 Families in Mission Baptism Day
27 Bible Connect JAMU Finals
27 Workers’ Meeting
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VACANCY
SEPT
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VACANCY
SEPT
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VACANCY
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VACANCY
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LOCAL NEWS 
SEPT
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
                                   SEPT
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
                   SEPT
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
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UNION EVENTS
AUG-SEPT
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
AUG-SEPT
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
AUG-SEPT
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CONFERENCE EVENTS
AUG
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CONFERENCE EVENTS 
SEPT
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IN CASE YOU MISSED 
IT...
SEPT

OWE || Assize Service  || Morning Session ||
 Sabbath, Sept 5, 2026

#OneVoice27 Launch | Pastor Glen Samuels | Sept 5, 2026

Online Worship Experience || Evening Session || Sabbath, 
Sept 5, 2026

Please click to view video content. 

https://youtube.com/live/JkjxsNpmSWg
https://youtube.com/live/JkjxsNpmSWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAL_JGIOTGc
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAL_JGIOTGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAL_JGIOTGc
https://youtube.com/live/nxNZN6Z2nZw
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