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The Executive Committee of the West Jamaica
Conference has voted the following appointments:
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BETHESDA MEDICAL MISSION, WJC PARTNERSHIP
BRINGS FREE HEALTH CARE TO ST. JAMES

APPROXIMATELY 1,000 PEOPLE BENEFITED FROM FREE MEDICAL, DENTAL
AND EYE-CARE SERVICES DURING A FIVE-DAY HEALTH OUTREACH STAGED
BY THE BETHESDA MEDICAL MISSION IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE WEST
JAMAICA CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS FROM AUGUST 10-14,

2026.
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Greetings, members of the West Jamaica
Conference!

the integral role that the West Weekly Newsletter

plays in our ministry. | want to challenge and
encourage you to keep your focus on this vital channel
of communication, as it is through this medium that
we will share many of the key activities and updates
across our conference.

I t is a joy and privilege to once again remind you of

| also encourage you to keep the mission at the
forefront of all you do. We know the Lord is coming
soon, and we are called by God to declare this
Everlasting Gospel to the world. May the Lord bless
and keep you as we together pursue His mission.

Pastor Vincent Rose
President, West Jamaica Conference
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Conference of Seventh-day Adventists officially

launched its expanded 2026 flagship mission
initiative, “Operation Family First: September to
Remember,” on July 25, 2026, calling every baptized
member and local congregation to unite in an
unprecedented outreach effort.

M ONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA — The West Jamaica

Building on the successes of the year-long Operation
Family First framework—which has already produced
significant baptisms and life-changing testimonies—
Pastor Donovan Williams, Vice President of the West
Jamaica Conference, announced during the Online
Worship Experience Program that the initiative is
taking outreach “up a notch” for the third quarter.
While members were originally challenged to reach
at least seven non-Adventist family members through
prayer, Bible study, and friendship evangelism, the
campaign now extends that scope to neighbors, co-
workers, and friends in every community.

“Operation Family First: September to Remember
is total membership involvement,” Pastor Williams
emphasized during the address. “We want
every member to be involved, and every single
congregation.”

Despite severe infrastructure setbacks—including
storm damage to over 150 local church buildings—
Pastor Williams stressed that physical loss will not
halt spiritual mission. Congregations continuing
active outreach undertents and temporary structures

were praised for maintaining gospel focus amidst
adversity.

Underscoring the resilience of local members
and pastors carrying out mission work without
physical sanctuary roofs, Pastor Williams noted:

“Wherever a body gathered in the West Jamaica
Conference, mission will be priority. Nothing
can stop the mission in the West Jamaica
Conference, and we are going to take it up another
level. Wherever we meet, we are going to carry
something in the month of September.”

Key Strategy & Implementation Plan

Adopted from an outreach model developed by
the Harrison District of Churches, the conference-
wide implementation plan outlines several core
components leading into September:

Mobilizing Local Members: Each pastoral district
is tasked with marshalling at least 100 members
who will actively witness to seven individuals in
their personal spheres.

Four-Weekend  Evangelistic ~ Series:  Every
congregation in the conference will host
simultaneous  weekend meetings through

September. Friday night and Sabbath services will
take place in regular meeting spaces, followed by
outdoor community-focused meetings on Sunday



4 | wesT

evenings.

Conference-Wide Online Bible Study: Beginning
August 24, an online Bible study series will air
every Monday and Wednesday night to support
local outreach, featuring powerful guest speakers.

Baptismal Goal: Every congregation is challenged
to win and baptize at least two individuals during
September, leading up to a conference-wide grand
baptismal day on September 26.

Integration & Discipleship: Newly baptized
members will receive integration packages and
be systematically nurtured into local church life,
ensuring long-term retention beyond the initial
campaign.

“If those who we have worked with, we are not able
to baptize in September, then we baptize them in
October, we baptize them in November, we baptize
them in December,” shared Pastor Williams. “And
if the year ends and they’re not baptized, come
January, we are on the mission again.”

“The work of God on this earth can never be finished
until the men and women comprising our church
membership rally to the work and unite their efforts
with those of ministers and church officers.” —
Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 9, p. 117

By Shantel Neal
West Jamaica Conference

WEST WEEKLY

NEWSLETTER

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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The patients receive free eye testing during the Seventh-day Adventist Church Mt. Cary Medical Fair. (Photo: Cordel Brown)

MONTEGO BAY, St. James

pproximately 1,000 people benefited from
free medical, dental and eye-care services

during a five-day health outreach staged by
the Bethesda Medical Mission in partnership with
the West Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists from August 10-14, 2026.

The 41-member team of healthcare professionals
andvolunteers basedin New York, providedservices
across three locations in St. James, including eye
examinations, prescription and reading glasses
from the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Mt. Carey,
dental care at the Cambridge Health Centre and free
cataractsurgeries atthe Cornwall Regional Hospital.
The team also offered services in gynecology,
psychiatry, pediatrics and rheumatology, along with
an on-site prayer ministry.

The group arrived in Jamaica with a significant
supply of medical resources, including medication
and approximately 2,000 pairs of prescription and
reading glasses. Dr. Roy Kellerman, Co-Founder
and Co-Director of Bethesda Medical Mission, said
the organization was originally established in
response to the 2010 earthquake in Haiti and

has since conducted six missions there. Following
Hurricane Melissa, the group began exploring
opportunities to assist communities in Jamaica.

“We heard about the hurricane, and we've been
trying to get here for several months to help with
challenges since the hurricane,” Kellerman said.

According to Kellerman, the team encountered a

significant demand for eye-care services, particularly
among individuals requiring cataract treatment.

“There's a tremendous need for eye care, and there's
quite a backlog for cataract surgery,” he said. “We're
hoping that in the future we can bring the surgeon
back to perform even more cataract surgeries.”

Dr. Kellerman expressed that the team views providing
these services as an expression of their Christian
mission to serve others.

“It's a pleasure for us to be here to serve this
community,” he said. “We feel it's part of our mission
to be God's hands and feet in this part of the world.”
Coordinator of the Optical Ministry arm of Bethesda
Medical Mission, Gustave Lescouflair, said many of the
individuals seen by the team required reading glasses
or correction for distance vision.

“People simply need to see. That's the importance of
this trip,” Lescouflair said. “We find that as you get
older, reading and seeing tend to be a challenge. Eye
care and vision correction are extremely important.”
For Mt. Carey resident Stacy Ann Fenaroli, the
outreach brought needed eye care within easy reach.
After experiencing difficulty reading, along with eye
pain and watery eyes, Fenaroli visited the clinic after
learning about it from a friend.

“A lot of us cannot afford to pay for the service, and it
was brought to my backdoor, so | took advantage,” she
said. After receiving an eye examination and a pair of
glasses, Fenaroli described the initiative as a welcome
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service to the community.

“It was a good thing for the community. | really
appreciate the team, and I'd encourage others to
come,” she said. “I'm very happy with my glasses.”
The five-day outreach resulted from relationships
developed between the West Jamaica Conference and
church organizations overseas following Hurricane
Melissa.

Pastor Vincent Rose, President of the West Jamaica
Conference, said the partnership was among several
relationships formed after churches and organizations
from North America and the Caribbean reached out to
assist western Jamaica following Hurricane Melissa.
The mission trip was initiated by Dr. Michael Harvey,
a pastor serving in the Northeastern Conference, who
helped establish the connection with Bethesda Medical
Mission. The West Jamaica Conference subsequently
worked with the group to facilitate permits and other
arrangements necessary for the team to operate in
Jamaica.

He recalled that the devastation created physical,
emotional and psychological needs among residents.
“l remember being in the field handing out food and
people were saying they needed someone to talk to or
else they’'d go mad,” he said.The President shared that
responding to these needs represents an important
expression of the Church’s mission.

“Serving the community is ministry, and we make no
apology for our approach in catering to Adventists and
non-Adventists in the community. There are many who
are still suffering, and whatever we can do, we should
do,” he ended.

“We welcome new partners in this issue of reaching
people and meeting human needs.”

Executive Secretary of West Jamaica Conference,
Pastor Vencot Dyer, acknowledged the collaboration
of key local partners whose support helped make the
five-day medical mission possible.

“l express appreciation to the Western Regional
Health Authority for their support of the initiative and
for facilitating access to the healthcare facilities used
during the programme.”

The Conference’s partnerships have since supported
several areas of recovery. More than 300 homes have
been repaired, some completely rebuilt, well over
2000 care packages and over JMD 15 million spent on
the recovery effort. The Conference plans to continue
forging partnerships with local and international
organizations with the aim of introducing similar
initiatives across western Jamaica and reaching more
communities with practical support.

By Shadeka Haye-Campbell
West Jamaica Conference

WEST WEEKLY
NEWSLETTER

Do you want to keep up with what is
happening in our church? If you want
to receive our weekly newsletter that
features news, inspirational stories,
videos, and more, sign up today.
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The Executive Committee of the West Jamaica Conference has voted the following
appointments:
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Eight of the nine graduates in the Doctor of Ministry in Chaplaincy program sit together during commencement exercises at Montemorelos
University in Montemorelos, Nuevo Ledn, Mexico, on July 25, 2026. [Photo: Pulso/ UM]

NEWS FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION
Inter-American Adventist Theological Seminary
Celebrates Doctorate in Chaplaincy Graduates.

Nine church leaders complete pioneering program designed to strengthen chaplaincy ministry through
research, clinical training, and mission across Inter-America.

August 13, 2026 | Montemorelos, Nuevo Ledn, Mexico | Victor Martinez and Libna Stevens, Inter-American
Division News

Seminary (IATS) marked a milestone in

Adventist education on July 25 when it
graduated the second cohort of nine leaders
from its Doctor of Ministry in Chaplaincy
program during commencement exercises at
Montemorelos University in Montemorelos,
Nuevo Leon, Mexico.

The Inter-American Adventist Theological

Representing Colombia, Haiti, Mexico, Puerto
Rico, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela, the
graduates completed the pioneering program,

preparing pastors and chaplains to serve Eight of the nine graduates in the Doctor of Ministry in Chaplaincy
more effectively in SChOOlS, universities, hos- program sit together during commencement exercises at Monte-
pitals, correctional facilities, and communities. morelos University in Montemorelos, Nuevo Ledn, Mexico, on July
Church leaders say the program is helping re- 25, 2026. [Photo: Pulso/UM]

shape chaplaincy ministry throughout the In-

ter-American Division (IAD) by combining ad- For Pastor Hiram Ruiz, chaplaincy ministries direc-
vanced research, Clinical Pastoral Education tor of the Inter-American Division (IAD), the grad-
(CPE), and practical ministry. The program is uation marked the realization of a vision years in
one of only two Adventist doctoral programs in the making.

chaplaincy worldwide and the only one offered
in Spanish. “The dream of this doctorate grew from the need
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to academically prepare leaders who could be-
come instructors in chaplaincy,” Ruiz said. “We al-
ready had Clinical Pastoral Education units across
the territory, but we lacked an academic program
that would complement that training and provide
the scholarly foundation needed for professional
chaplaincy.”

Working with church leaders and seminary ad-
ministrators, the Division secured approval to
establish the doctoral program, meeting a grow-
ing need for specialized chaplaincy preparation
across the territory.

“We wanted to make this level of education availa-
ble in Inter-America,” Ruiz said. “We are complet-
ing the second cohort, and, God willing, we will
begin a third cohort in 2027."

Research That Serves the Church

Beyond earning their degrees, the new Doctors of
Ministry in Chaplaincy leave behind research in-
tended to strengthen pastoral ministry across the
church.

Martin Cunningham of Trinidad and Tobago walks across the stage
to receive his Doctor of Ministry in Chaplaincy degree during com-
mencement exercises at Montemorelos University in Montemore-
los, Nuevo Ledn, Mexico, on July 25, 2026. [Photo: Pulso/UM]

Ruiz described the nine dissertations as the be-
ginning of “a new paradigm” for chaplaincy in In-
ter-America—one grounded in biblical principles,
informed by research, and focused on meeting
people’s spiritual needs.

“These nine doctoral dissertations are grounded
in Scripture and focused on the church’s mission,”
Ruiz said. “Our hope is that these studies will be
shared through seminars and training that enrich
spiritual life in educational institutions, hospitals,
prisons, and every place where chaplains serve.”

The research explored topics including transcend-
ent resilience, the well-being of pastors’ children,
Generation Z's relationship with the church, school
chaplaincy systems, student mission engagement,
and pastoral care in educational settings.

Partnership Advancing Mission

Alberto Valderrama, Ph.D., academic director of the
IATS Montemorelos campus, said the cohort made
important contributions through both its research
topics and the tools developed to support future stud-
ies.

Wellington Millan of Colombia, one of nine graduates in the Doctor of
Ministry in Chaplaincy program, participates in the commencement
ceremony at Montemorelos University in Montemorelos, Nuevo Ledn,
Mexico, on July 25, 2026. [Photo: Pulso/UM]

“This was a remarkably rich cohort,” Valderrama
said. “Their work addressed issues that directly af-
fect the life and mission of the church while also cre-
ating instruments and methodologies that will sup-
port future research.”

Roger Ruiz, Ph.D, academic director of the seminary’s
main campus in Puerto Rico, said the doctorate has
strengthened IATS by expanding research into areas
that previously had received little scholarly attention.

“Several of these subjects had never been studied
before,” Ruiz said. “Now the church has research that
can be replicated throughout Inter-America.”

The graduation also highlighted the ongoing collab-
oration between IATS and Montemorelos University.

José Luis Olmos, president of Montemorelos Univer-
sity, said the partnership continues to bear fruit by
preparing leaders for more effective ministry.

“Every meeting, every agreement, and every effort
invested in this collaboration has been worthwhile,”


https://interamerica.org/2026/08/inter-american-adventist-theological-seminary-celebrates-doctorate-in-chaplaincy-graduates/
https://interamerica.org/2026/08/inter-american-adventist-theological-seminary-celebrates-doctorate-in-chaplaincy-graduates/
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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THE REUBEN SYNDROME

BY ELDER TIMOTHY GUNTER- WATER WORKS SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

DID YOU
KNOW?

Did you know that some of the most dangerous people in the
church and the world are not those who are ignorant of the truth,
but those who know what is right and attempt to negotiate with
it? In “The Reuben Syndrome,” Timothy Gunter addresses this
spiritual malady—a condition where individuals possess clear
moral conviction yet compromise standard principles to maintain
opularity, avoid conflict, or stay in the middle ground. Drawing
rom Genesis 37, Gunter highlights Reuben, Joseph's eldest brother,
who knew his brothers’ plan to murder Joseph was evil and
Rossessed the authority to stop it outright. Instead of standing firm,
euben compromised by suggesting Joseph be thrown into a pit—
hoping to secretly rescue him later so he could retain his brothers’
favor while avoiding his father’s wrath.

The sermon warns that this passive, indecisive mindset remains
alive and well today, leading believers to choose delay tactics,
human approval, and comfort over steadfast obedience to God.
Gunter emphasizes that God calls His people to be decisive,
highlighting that "conviction without action is documented

guilt” and that attempting to please both the world and God
ultimately results in losing one’s identity and spiritual birthright.

By contrasting Reuben’s double-mindedness with the ultimate
vindication of Joseph, the sermon serves as an urgent appeal to
abandon the “Reuben Syndrome,” embrace true repentance, and
courageously stand up for God'’s truth without compromise.

For the full sermon “The Reuben Syndrome” presented by Elder Timothy Gunter from the Water

Please click to view more

Works Seventh-day Adventist Church, please click the link.



https://www.youtube.com/live/D09PaxPAL14
https://www.youtube.com/live/D09PaxPAL14
https://interamerica.org/2026/04/at-12-young-evangelist-leads-others-to-baptism-in-dominican-republic/
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CALENDAR OF MISSION 2026

AUGUST 1-30

1 - 31 CELEBRATIONS - Emphasis on Temperance

1 - 31 Stewardship - Emphasis on Influence

1 Public Holiday - Emancipation Day

1 Bible Connect Parish Finals

2 Communion with God - Hour of Prayer

6 Public Holiday - Independence Day

8 UNASSIGNED

9 EYES Mentorship Expo & Connect Day (Cancelled)

11 Executive Committee

15 Stewardship Emphasis Day/Church Clerk 7th Sabbath Attendance
Count

19 - 22 Lay Workers, Sabbath School Workers & Child Preachers'
Training Institute

22 Enditnow Day

22 Children’s Convention & Child Preachers’ Graduation

22 Bible Connect Conference Finals

23 Pastors & Elders Mission Seminar - Hanover

27 - 29 Singles Retreat

29 Singles Convention

29 Sabbath School Friendship Day

29 Laypersons Day - Divisions

30 Women, Children Ministries & Deaconesses Online Talk-back Session
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IN CASE YOU MISSED
IT...

AUG

Please click to view video content.

Online Worship Experience || Morning Session || Sabbath, Lay Workers & Child Preachers 2026 || Opening Ceremony
Aug 15, 2026 || Wednesday, Aug 19, 2026

Rest, Reflection & Restoration || Friday Evening Vesper
Service || Aug 14, 2026



https://youtube.com/live/Qwj8Q98W-9k
https://youtube.com/live/D09PaxPAL14
https://youtube.com/live/Wm0jTBRduPw
https://youtube.com/live/QwZfsInJOI0?feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEJGOv0paRg
https://youtube.com/live/pQxOOSAZZ4Q

To submit news, announcements, photos, or stories for consideration in thiWest Weekly, please email

your information to:
communication@westjamaica.org

Please include relevant details, photos, names, dates, locations, and any other information needed for
publication.

For announcements on NCU FM Church Bulletin Board, email information to:
sales@ncumedia.com

Our mailing address is:
PO Box 176, Catherine Hall, Montego Bay, St. James, Jamaica
Want to change how you receive these emails?
Telephone:
1(876) 656-7800; 1(876) 952-2727; 1 (876) 979-9026;
1(876) 618-2416; 1 (876) 618-2417 and via Digicel at 1 (876) 448-8416.

To Give Visit:
give.westjamaica.org
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